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and sisters, as good, honorable men and
women; let us see that they are provided
for. I have seen some people who would
get down upon their knees and pray most
heartily for God to feed the poor and
clothe the naked. Now, I would never
ask the Lord to do a thing that I would
not do. If we have them among us, sup-
pose we go at it and relieve them. I do
not think we have much of that to do
here; but, enough, perhaps, to draw forth
your good feelings and sympathies. And
if people sustain misfortune of any kind,
look after them and bestow upon them
those things necessary for their welfare
and happiness. And God will bless us in
so doing. I would a great deal rather that
you would take, say a sack of flour, some
beef, a hundred of sugar, some butter
and cheese, and clothing and fuel, and
such comforts and conveniences of life,
and thus try to make people feel happy
than all the prayers you could offer up to
the Lord about it; and he would rather
see it too; that is the proper way to do
things. In receiving blessings ourselves,
try to distribute them, and God will bless
and guide us in the ways of peace.

Perhaps I am occupying too much
time. I do not care much about making
a big discourse; I am talking in a plain,
easy way, and I think you understand it.
And if there is a widow, or an orphan, or
any destitute persons, or anyone who has
to struggle hard, look after them, and
do not try to make paupers of them; but
what you do for them, do it in a kind,
good feeling, making them to feel and
realize that you are their friends. And
then, let us try to do away with all our
little difficulties—husbands with their
wives. Why will you complain about your
wives? Because they will get cross. Are

you not cross? "Yes; but my wife is not as
kind as she used to be." Well, try to get
along with her, and treat her kindly; and
be kind to one another. If you live in this
way while here in the flesh, you will be
glad to meet one another in the eternal
worlds. Cultivate every good principle,
and live in his fear day by day, and he
will take care of us, and he will bless and
multiply our flocks and herds, our lands
and everything we have.

I will tell you a secret. If we could
only prepare ourselves to do the will of
God and keep his commandments and
live our religion so that God could trust
us with more means than we have, he
would so order things, and that too by
natural ways, that our desires in that di-
rection would be fully gratified. But we
are not prepared for it; it would only de-
stroy us, and lead us to the devil; and
the Lord knows it. At the same time we
cannot complain in this regard; the Lord
has treated us very well. I do not know
of a people anywhere that are better off
as a whole than we are. It is true we
do not have the amount of wealth among
us that may be found in older countries;
but then we do not have the poverty, the
suffering and distress that may be found
elsewhere. It is for us to introduce prin-
ciples that will obviate all these difficul-
ties, and that will prepare us to receive
blessings from God, and to administer
the same wisely.

Another thing. We are building tem-
ples. Are we doing pretty well? Yes.
Do you find fault? No. I have noth-
ing to say about it; I think the people
are doing very well especially in some
districts in the north and south, in-
deed, I think more than they are able
to do. But they could not do what they
have already done and what they are


