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the plates of the Book of Mormon, the
distinction was clearly made, between
the purity of the Gospel as it was taught
in ancient days, and the doctrines and
innovations of man as have been taught
during many long centuries of apostasy.

How I have rejoiced, since I was a
youth of nineteen, in this record! Why I
esteem it—I was going to bring up some
earthly comparison, but I will not com-
pare great and glorious and heavenly
things—so great, so pure and so impor-
tant, as that of the plan of salvation,
with anything of an earthly nature, as
there cannot really be any comparison.
When I look at all the earthly riches and
grandeur of this world, and then look at
the Book of Mormon and the Bible, with
power to select, which should I choose?
Why, the grandeur of this world, the
riches of this world, the glories of this
world, would be nothing; they would be
like the dream of a night vision when a
person is disturbed, not by the Spirit of
God, but by his own cogitations in the
night. I would look upon them as noth-
ing, as vanity and foolishness, as unwor-
thy of the love or approbation of any man
of God, were they to be set before me and
contrasted with the glory of this book. It
is a record given to this generation as
one of the choicest gifts of heaven! No
other books exist upon the face of our
globe so choice as the books which God
has given in different ages of the world:
the Bible for one, the Book of Mormon for
another, and the book called the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, containing the
revelations which God gave through his
servant the prophet, during some sev-
enteen of the last years of his existence
here upon the earth. These revelations,
these books are more precious than
the riches, and kingdoms, and glories,

and honors of this present life, so far as
I am concerned. Do I esteem them more
than I do my own life? I would be un-
worthy of my Father and my God in the
eternal worlds if I would refuse to lay
down my life, if it were required of me
of the Lord. If I should save it for a mo-
ment, and deny the Book of Mormon; if
I were to deny the gifts of the Gospel,
or any of the revelations that God has
given that are published in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants—if I were to do
such a thing, could I look upon my Fa-
ther's face without blushing? Could I
think upon God without blushing? Could
I think upon anything that was pure and
holy, without being, in my own mind, in
perfect torment? If I were to be so un-
grateful as to deny anything that God
has given me, I should be unworthy of
the kingdom of God. I do most sincerely
and humbly hope and trust that the Lord
will not call me and try me in this re-
spect, for I know the weakness of man;
I know that man has been weak in all
ages, and I do not wish to be thus tried,
I do not covet this trial, I do not pray
for it; but if ever I should be brought
to this condition, with my present feel-
ings, with the feelings I have had for a
great many years, I would say: "Come
martyrdom, come burnings at the stake,
come any calamity and affliction of the
body, that may be devised by wicked
and ungodly men—let me choose that,
and have eternal life beyond the grave;
but let me not deny the work of God."
Why do I thus feel? If I had not a
knowledge that the Book of Mormon was
true, I should not have these feelings.
Then I should probably say, if I only
had faith that the Book of Mormon is
true, "My life is precious, let me save my
life, let me deny something which I do


