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lity, though we have not succeeded, ac-
cording to the perfect law. But we
have succeeded according to the strength
of the people—according to the circum-
stances with which they are surrounded.
We have succeeded in a great measure
to instill into their minds the great prin-
ciple of unity and oneness, not only in
spiritual things, but in temporal things
also. The day will come when this will
be fulfilled to the very letter, in accor-
dance with words which say, "they be-
came like unto one body; and the fruits
were equal." That is the destination of
the Latter-day Saints in the future. The
fruit is to be equal; the roots and the
branches are all to be kept in their per-
fect order, and the whole tree kept in a
thriving condition. Then we shall have
learned the great principle of the ce-
lestial order, that must be carried out
among the children of men. During
that long period called the Millennium,
this people will see the importance of
attending to that perfect order when
our strength shall warrant. At present
we have no perfect example before us.
Where has there been either in this Ter-
ritory or in Arizona an instance where
the perfect law of God has been carried
out, as laid down in the Doctrine and
Covenants? I know of no such instance.
I know of a great many improvements
upon the old condition of things which
has existed among our fathers—the Gen-
tile notion and idea of each one holding
separate and individual interests, with-
out being accountable to anyone. That is
the old system. We have made many im-
provements, but we have not carried out
in any one solitary instance in any set-
tlement I am acquainted with, the order
of things laid down in the revelations,
contained in the Book of Covenants.

There has been a great deal said at
different times upon the subject of fam-
ilies being united as one—eating at the
same table, for instance, and having one
large field, where their farming opera-
tions might be carried on, all who are
farmers going forth into the same field to
labor; and the same principle carried out
in regard to other branches, all taking
hold unitedly, having the common inter-
est at heart. Is there anything in the rev-
elations given in these latter days requir-
ing this order of things, or is it something
we ourselves have considered as being
a little ahead of what our fathers have
been practicing? I do not know anything
laid down in the revelations, requiring
us to take this particular method. Yet,
is it right? Yes. Why it is right according
to the circumstances with which they are
surrounded; it points forward to unity
and tends to instruct us in the prelimi-
nary ideas of being united together. And
hence, those that can enter into this or-
der, who are willing to unite in this way,
are doing well and will be blessed for it.
But let no person set any stakes, in re-
gard to this matter, that because he may
have entered into a special order, intro-
duced in one settlement, that all oth-
ers are wrong, because they do not do
likewise; they should not find fault with
their brethren, neither be discouraged in
welldoing.

There are a great many different
ideas among the Latter-day Saints, in re-
lation to these matters. But then, we
have a standard given in the Book of
Covenants, by which we should be gov-
erned. By and by, I expect we will
be in different circumstances, in which
stewardships or inheritances can be is-
sued, for all families of the Saints, some
in one kind or branch of business, and
some in another; and the full law of


