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Something similar to Belshazzar, the
king. On the night that he drank out
of the golden and silver vessels, with his
princes and his wives, he thought, "Well,
I made this country. I made this city. I
am the god of this country;" but when
the Lord Almighty manifested his dis-
pleasure by the writing on the wall, the
scene was changed. His kingdom was
broken up and given to the Medes and
Persians. His greatness, his gold and
silver did not save him. In the same
way the Lord in ancient days swept away
great cities when they were ripened in
iniquity. Jerusalem was overthrown in
fulfillment of the words of the Lord.
Jeremiah and Isaiah prophesied what
would come to pass, and it was fulfilled to
the very letter. So I say to the Gentiles,
so I say to the Latter-day Saints. What
the Lord has spoken concerning our na-
tion, and concerning the nations of the
earth, notwithstanding that the unbelief
of the world may be great, notwithstand-
ing that they may reject the word of God
and seek to put the servants of God to
death—will all be fulfilled. War, pesti-
lence, famine, earthquakes and storms
await this generation. These calamities
will overtake the world as God lives, and
no power can prevent them. Therefore
I say to the elders of Israel, be faith-
ful. We have had the priesthood given
to us, and if we fail to use it right, we
shall be brought under condemnation.
Therefore, let us round up our shoulders
and bear off the kingdom. Let us labor
to obtain the Holy Spirit—and power of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ—which has
been put into our hands, and inasmuch
as we do this, the blessing of God will

attend our efforts.

We have been here a number of years.
We have preached the Gospel and la-
bored to build up this kingdom. Many
have been associated with this Church
almost from the beginning. Many have
been taken away. Joseph and Hyrum
sealed their testimony with their blood.
Many have passed to the other side of the
veil, and many others of us will soon fol-
low them; but I do not want when I get
there to have it said, "When you were in
the flesh you had the priesthood, you had
the power to rebuke sin, but you were
not man enough to chastise the ungodly."
Neither do I want my relatives to rise up
and say, "You had the power to do a work
for the redemption of the dead, but you
have neglected these things." I do not
want these things to rise up against me.
As for gold and silver, they are of very
little account compared with eternal life.
When we die we must leave the riches of
this world behind. We were born naked
and we will go out of the world in the
same condition. We cannot take with us
houses, gold, silver, or any of this world's
goods. We will even leave our taberna-
cles for somebody to bury. Our spirits
must appear in the presence of God, and
there receive our reward for the deeds
done in the body.

Therefore, I pray God my heavenly
Father to enable us to live our religion,
to labor for light and truth that we may
not work in the dark; to live nearer and
nearer the Lord and be prepared for that
which is to come, and eventually gain
eternal life, is my prayer in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.


