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ordained before the foundation of this
world. He did all that was required of
him, and he was surrounded with thou-
sands of men who were acquainted with
his life, and with the Spirit and power
of God which rested upon him, and who
sustained him in life and in death. We
know he was a prophet of God, and
we know he brought forth the stick of
Joseph, the Book of Mormon, which was
given unto him by the angel of God. This
Church and kingdom has been organized
by the command of God and by the rev-
elations of heaven. It has continued to
grow and increase, and has been upheld
by the Lord Almighty, from its organiza-
tion until the present hour. And when I
look at this Tabernacle and think of the
words of the prophet Isaiah, "that the
mountain of the Lord's house shall be es-
tablished in the tops of the mountains;"
when I look at these everlasting hills and
the land given by promise to Father Ja-
cob and his posterity; when I see this
barren desert peopled by 150,000 Saints
of the living God who have been gathered
from nearly every nation under heaven
through the proclamation of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ—what can I say about
it? Can I say it is a dream? Can I say
that it is all a vision? Can I say that this
work is of man and not of God? Can I
say these are revelations and prophecies
which belong to some other generation?
I tell you no. This is the kingdom of God.
Here are the Saints of God. These moun-
tains are being filled with the Latter-day
Saints from every nation under heaven,
and with these things before me I know
that it is my duty to preach the Gospel, to
warn Saints and sinners wherever I have
the opportunity. The Lord told Joseph
Smith that he would prove us in all

things, whether we would abide in his
covenant even unto death, that we might
be found worthy. The prophet sealed his
testimony with his blood. That testi-
mony is in force upon all the world and
has been from the day of his death. Not
one word of the Lord shall pass away un-
fulfilled. The unbelief in this generation
will make no difference with regard to
the building up of the kingdom of God.
As it was in the days of Noah so shall
also the coming of the Son of Man be.
Therefore, I desire to ask my brethren,
the elders of Israel—and I ask myself at
the same time—do we understand our
position before the Lord? Ezekiel has
passed away. He is in the spirit world.
He has received his resurrected body and
stands at the right hand of God with
other prophets and apostles who lived
in days gone by. They had their day
and generation. All these patriarchs
and prophets and apostles had a time to
prophesy, to preach, to labor, and to ad-
minister in the ordinances of life and sal-
vation. Now, in this last dispensation, ye
elders of Israel, this work has been put
into your hands. Therefore what shall
we say, and what shall we do? Are we
acting as watchmen upon the walls of
Zion? If we are, are we justified in clos-
ing our mouths, in closing our ears, or
in setting our hearts upon anything else
excepting the building up of the king-
dom of God? I do not think we are. In
my view our responsibility is very great.
We should live our religion. We should
practice ourselves what we preach. We
should treasure up the words of life. We
should search the records of divine truth.
We should seek to comprehend the day
and age in which we live. This is the
way I look upon our situation today. I


