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REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

I have a desire to be heard in what
I say to this assembly. I know the dif-
ficulties there are in speaking here. It
requires not only attention, but quietude
among the people.

I feel disposed to read a few verses
from the good old book the Bible—some
of the sayings of Isaiah and Ezekiel. [The
speaker then read from the 12th chap-
ter of Ezekiel, from the 21st to the end
of the chapter.] I have (the speaker con-
tinued) a few reflections upon my mind
that I would like to lay before the Latter-
day Saints, especially those who bear
the holy priesthood. Among the lessons
which we are learning in our day and
time is this one truth: that we all of
us need the spirit of revelation in or-
der that we may teach mankind of the
things of God. I do not believe myself
there ever was a man lived in the flesh
on the earth, in any day or age of the
world, no matter what his position, call-
ing, name, or age might be—I do not be-
lieve any man ever had the power to do
the work of God, to build up his king-
dom or to edify the souls of men, without
inspiration and revelation; for the Lord
has never called any man in any age of

the world to do any of this kind of work,
whether to preach the Gospel, to proph-
esy, or to declare the word of the Lord
to the inhabitants of the earth, or to ad-
minister in any ordinance in any tem-
ple or in any tabernacle, without the
holy priesthood. There are no ordinances
acceptable in the sight of God of any
force after death or in the eternal worlds
except those ordinances that are per-
formed by men bearing the holy priest-
hood. Our heavenly Father himself has
officiated by this principle in the creation
of all worlds, in the redemption of all
worlds, and in all the work which he
has performed; it has all been done by
the power of the Godhead and the holy
priesthood, which is without beginning
of days or end of years. This priest-
hood has power with the heavens. It
has association with the heavens. The
heavens are connected with this priest-
hood, let it rest upon the shoulders or
head of any man, whether it be Jesus
Christ, or those fishermen, or the an-
cient patriarchs or prophets or Joseph
Smith, or any other man who is called
of God as was Aaron, by revelation, and
prophecy to bear record of the name of


