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the time when the streets and shops
were first lighted up with gas. What
did they have before? Tallow candles;
those in common use we used to call
dips. You old people know about this
and whale oil, but you did not know any-
thing about gas; but did not gas always
exist? Yes. Why did they not know it?
Because they were like us, didn't know
much. Again, what did they know about
the power of steam? I can remember the
time when there was no such thing as
steamboats, when we who lived in Eng-
land had to come to America in sailing
vessels. They had, it is true, some small
vessels that were used on the rivers pro-
pelled by steam, which they could not
trust in the ocean, and a little time be-
fore that they had no steamers of any
kind. And then what about our rail-
roads? Did they know how to apply
steam to locomotives? No. I remem-
ber riding on the first railroad that was
built, and here is Brother Robinson, who
was one of the conductors of that same
railroad that ran between Liverpool and
Manchester. I think he is now nearly
the first railroad conductor, and the old-
est living. Why didn't men find out these
things? We have had intelligent men and
philosophers in all ages to the present
time, but none could understand these
things. Yet the principles are eternal in
their nature and always existed, and all
it needed was to bring them out. And
when men discovered them they thought
they were some great beings. And what
did they discover? Simply something
that God had already made long ago,
only they didn't know it. In talking about
these things I am reminded of a little
baby. You sisters have your babies, and
you are aware how little they know at
first, and we ourselves do not know very

much; we are only babies of a bigger
growth. One of the first things they find
out is that they have a foot, and they try
to put it in their mouth. They look at it
in astonishment. Why, they always had
that foot since their birth. Why didn't
they know it before? Another thing they
find out they have a hand and they think
what a curious thing it is, and they look
at it and the motion of their fingers with
astonishment, and they think they have
made a great discovery. But there is
not much difference between the world of
mankind and the babies when we come
to look at it. The child had nothing to
do with the making of its hands, neither
have we had anything to do with origi-
nating any of these principles. God made
them, and we have simply discovered
some of the powers of what is termed
nature, and when we have found out a
little of these things we take the glory
to ourselves; we feel very much like the
king of Babylon when he said, "Is not
this Great Babylon that I have built?"
The Lord, however, started him off to eat
grass like an ox. He had to live on it
until seven years had passed over him,
when the Lord restored him to his natu-
ral state, and he then knew that there
was a God who lived and ruled in the
heavens and on the earth. It is for us
to learn this lesson and to find out that
there is a God who rules in heaven, and
that he manages, directs and controls
the affairs of the human family. We are
not our own rulers; we are all the chil-
dren of God; he is our Father and has a
right to direct us, not only us, but has
a perfect right to direct and control the
affairs of all the human family that ex-
ists upon the face of the earth, for they
are all his offspring. Now, he feels kindly
towards them and knows what kind


