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privileges that are within our reach. We
have just commenced, as it were, in the
great work. We have received a great
many precious principles, and have seen
and experienced a great many things.
But how was it? Simply through a glass,
darkly; and we yet, in many instances,
see them through a glass, darkly—at
least very many of them; and some-
times we can scarcely perceive the dif-
ference between ourselves and the rest
of mankind, or between the religion we
have embraced and that which other
people have. If we could only reflect
upon it, there is as much difference as
there is between light and darkness.
But we do not always comprehend these
things, and hence we labor under dif-
ficulties pertaining to this matter; be-
cause we do not see, we do not compre-
hend the position and relationship that
subsists between us and our God. God
is our Father; we are his children. He
has brought us into his covenant, and
it is our privilege to go on from wisdom
to wisdom, from intelligence to intelli-
gence, from understanding of one prin-
ciple to that of another, to go forward
and progress in the development of truth
until we can comprehend God. For we
are his children, we are his sons and
daughters, and he is our Father. He
has organized this Church in order that
we may be educated in the principles of
life, that we may comprehend those prin-
ciples that exist in the bosom of God,
that we may be able to teach our chil-
dren correct principles, in order that we
may be placed in a position whereby we
can be assimilated into the likeness of
our heavenly Father, and have a commu-
nication opened between angels and us,
that we may feel that we are of the fam-
ily of God and of the household of faith,
and that we can operate with them; and

that while part of his family who have
lived upon the earth and who live again
in another state of existence behind the
veil, are operating with him and with
the angels of God and with the whole
of the Holy Priesthood in developing his
purposes in the heavens, that we may
be prepared to operate with him on the
earth in carrying out his purposes here;
that his people may be preserved from
the powers of darkness, that the light,
intelligence and revelations of God may
be upon us, that we may comprehend
our true position to him, to each other,
to his Church and kingdom, and to the
living and the dead; that we may real-
ize the position we occupy in relation to
all the various duties and the responsi-
bilities of life. And then after realizing
them, magnify our callings, unite our-
selves together as the heart of one man
under the influences of the Spirit of eter-
nal truth as the family of God upon the
earth, and purge out everything from us
that is evil, corrupt, low and degrading,
and elevate our minds and feelings to a
higher standard of intelligence, moral-
ity and obedience to his laws, and thus
prepare ourselves to carry out the things
of God in relation to the earth whereon
we dwell, and each of us take a part in
bringing to pass his purposes here upon
the earth, not by any intelligence we may
have; but by the wisdom and intelligence
that God shall impart from time to time,
until we shall progress in every principle
that is calculated to elevate and ennoble
mankind, until finally we shall see as we
are seen and know as we are known.

We are now gathered together to
Zion. For what? To build up
Zion, and to accomplish the purposes
of the Lord pertaining to the human
family upon the earth. And being


