COMPREHENSIVENESS OF THE LORD'S PRAYER, ETC.

Well, what next? Then we began to
gather together. And why do we gather
together? Some of us can hardly tell why,
and I am often surprised when I read
letters importuning us in regard to this
matter. I get letters time and again pray-
ing that some means may be devised that
the Saints may be delivered and gath-
ered to Zion, and be enabled to live with
the Saints of God. What is the reason of
it? Why do they want to gather? Because
there was a spirit and influence associ-
ated with this Church and this kingdom
which led and propelled them to this ac-
tion, and you who hear me have felt this
influence; you felt a desire to gather, and
you came, and those that are not here
now feel as strong a desire to gather as
you did. And when you have gathered,
many of you think it is a curious kind of
Zion, don't you? It is; for while the net
gathers in the good, it brings all kinds as
well, good and bad. We have some very
good fish, and some very bad ones, and
some a kind of half and half, and some
feel like saying, "Good Lord and good
devil," as they do not know into whose
hands they may fall. Nevertheless, this
is the order, and the wheat and tares, 1
suppose, have got to grow together until
the harvest comes, and that is not quite
here yet, and hence we are jostling one
against another, and some of us hardly
know whether it is us or somebody else.
Difficulties and trials beset us, and we
are amazed. But we are here, and we
are here according to the command of
God and according to the operation of
the Spirit of God that rests upon us, and
did rest upon us, and led us here, and I
was going to say, we are here because we
could not help it.

Well, what next? Who are we,
and what are we when we are here?
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Some good Latter-day Saints, and some,
as I have said, half and half, some one
thing and some another. But how do
we stand in the position we occupy as a
Church and as other people stand? We
believe in God. We believe in the Lord Je-
sus Christ. We believe in virtue, purity,
holiness, integrity, honesty. We believe
in good citizens and good Saints. We be-
lieve in keeping the commandments of
God, and carrying out his purposes. We
believe in spreading the Gospel to the
ends of the earth. We believe in gath-
ering together the honest in heart. We
believe in building temples and adminis-
tering therein for the living and for the
dead, and we believe in acting as sav-
iors upon Mount Zion according to the
word of the Lord. All these things and
a great many more are leading princi-
ples which we as Saints profess to be-
lieve in. Well, we have a right to do
that, although there are others who do
not believe in those things. They have
just as much right not to believe in our
principles as we have to believe in them.
And we sometimes feel angry and out
of sorts with others because they do not
believe as we do. Well, we do not be-
lieve as they do. Some of them think we
are very foolish, very enthusiastic, very
superstitious, and very wicked. Those
that know us do not think we are so
bad after all. We have our weaknesses
and imperfections, yet we are quite as
good as the balance of them, and a lit-
tle better, and we ought to be, for we
make great pretensions. But they think
these things about us. They think we
are deluded. Now the only difference
between us and them is that we know
they are superstitious and corrupt, and
that they violate those laws they pro-
fess to believe in and those principles
which they profess to be governed and



