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is the sentiment of the hearts of most
of the brethren now assembled. At the
same time we have different ideas about
many things, particularly things of a
temporal nature, so called. We go in a
good deal for what is called "free trade
and sailor's rights"—we want to enjoy a
large amount of liberty. All these things
are very popular and very correct. But
in our acts and doings it is necessary
that we be governed by certain laws and
principles which have been given unto
us by the Lord. We all concede to this.
But there are some things we seem to be
very much confused about, in regard to
our temporal matters. During the life-
time of President Young—several years
ago, it seemed as though he was wrought
upon to introduce cooperation and the
United Order, to quite an extent. He
told us at the time that it was the word
and the will of God to us. I believed it
then; and I believe it now. And yet, at
the same time, every kind of idea, feeling
and spirit has been manifested. In many
places cooperation and the United Order
have been started under various forms;
in some they have succeeded very well,
and in other places people have acted
foolishly and covetously, seeking their
own personal, individual interests under
the pretense of serving God and carry-
ing out his designs. Others have been
visionary and have undertaken things
which were impracticable, while others
have not acted in good faith at all. There
has been every kind of feeling among us
as a people, that is possible to exist any-
where. And I have thought sometimes
in regard to our cooperative institutions,
that some of those who are engaged in
them and sustained by them are as much
opposed to cooperation and United Or-
der as any other class of people we have.
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At least, I have noticed feelings of that
kind. I do not say they are general.
But there are certain reflections in re-
lation to these matters that have been
pressing upon my mind for some time.
And let me here ask myself a question—
a question not of a personal nature; I
have not come here to talk about any per-
sonal matters at all, but upon principle
and upon some of those principles that
we as Latter-day Saints, and as elders in
Israel, profess to believe in. The ques-
tion would be and my text would be to-
day, if I wanted to take a text: Shall we
sustain cooperation and the United Or-
der, and work with that end in view in
all of our operations, or shall we give it
up as a bad thing unworthy of our at-
tention? That is where the thing comes
to, in my mind. At any rate, we wish to
act honestly and honorably in this mat-
ter. If we believe that these principles
are true, let us be governed by them; if
we do not, let us abandon them at once,
conclude that we have made a mistake
and have no more to do with them. For
we, all of us, profess to be at least honest
men, and to act conscientiously. If there
is anything wrong in these things, let us
know the wrong; and if it is not a com-
mand of God, and not binding upon us,
let us quit it. And then the question nat-
urally arises, Are we prepared to do this?
And, on the other hand, if we believe that
these are principles that are inculcated
by the Lord, then let us be governed by
them. In fact, whichever way we de-
cide let us carry out our decisions in good
faith, and not have our sign painted on
one side in white and on the other black
or some other color. But let us feel as
the prophet Elijah did on a certain oc-
casion, "If the Lord be God, follow him:
but if Baal, then follow him." There was



