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period intervening between the death
of the body and the resurrection of the
body, or the separation of the spirit
from the body, and their uniting together
again. This judgment is passed upon
the spirit alone. But there will come
a time which will be after the resurrec-
tion, when the body and spirit shall be
reunited, when the final judgment will
be passed on every man. This is in accor-
dance with the vision of the Apostle John
the Revelator.

"And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were
opened: and another book was opened,
which is the book of life: and the dead
were judged out of those things which
were written in the books, according to
their works.

"And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell were cast
into the lake of fire. This is the second
death.

"And whosoever was not found writ-
ten in the book of life was cast into the
lake of fire."

That is the final judgment, which we
will all receive after we have performed
this our earthly mission.

The Savior did not finish his work
when he expired on the cross, when he
cried out, "It is finished." He, in us-
ing those words, had no reference to his
great mission to the earth, but merely
to the agonies which he suffered. The
Christian world I know say he alluded
to the great work of redemption. This,
however, is a great mistake, and is in-
dicative of the extent of their knowl-
edge of the plan of life and salvation.
I say he referred merely to the agonies
of death, and the sufferings He felt for
the wickedness of men who would go
so far as to crucify their Redeemer. It
was this feeling, and this alone, that

prompted him to cry out in the agony of
His soul, "It is finished," and then He ex-
pired.

But his work was not completed; it
was in fact only begun. If he had stopped
here instead of his being the Savior of
the world, he, as well as all mankind,
would have perished irredeemably, never
to have come forth out of the grave; for
it was designed from the beginning that
he should be the firstfruits of them that
slept; it was part of the great plan that
he should burst the bands of death and
gain the victory over the grave. If there-
fore his mission had ceased when he
gave up the ghost, the world would have
slumbered in the dust in interminable
death, never to have risen to live again.
It was but a small part of the mission
of the Savior that was performed when
he suffered death; it was indeed the
lesser part; the greater had yet to be
done. It was in his resurrection from
the tomb, in his coming forth from death
unto life, in uniting again the spirit and
the body that we might become a liv-
ing soul; and when this was done, then
he was prepared to return to the Father.
And all this was in strict accordance with
the great plan of salvation. For even
Christ himself, though without sin, was
required to observe the outward ordi-
nance of baptism, in order to fulfill all
righteousness. So after his resurrection
from the dead he could return to the Fa-
ther, there to receive the welcome plau-
dit, "Well done, you have done your work,
you have accomplished your mission; you
have wrought out salvation for all the
children of Adam; you have redeemed
all men from the grave; and through
their obedience to the ordinances of
the Gospel which you have established,


