
376 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

get together and select young and
middle-aged men who are not already
provided with good, suitable homes or
means of sustenance, organize them
with good and efficient leaders, and send
them out to occupy those new valleys,
teaching them to do as their fathers have
done—teach them to take out the moun-
tain streams, build gristmills, sawmills
and factories, raise breadstuff, sheep and
cattle, and prepare to live, instead of
craving easy berths, and be all the days
of their lives dependent upon the will of
an employer for a livelihood.

There are many places in our Terri-
tory east of us, on both sides of Green
River, also in Sanpete, Piute and Kane
counties, and in the adjoining States and
Territories, that ought to be occupied; for
the Latter-day Saints cannot be confined
to Utah. Everything indicates the ful-
fillment of the declaration of the ancient
prophet, who said:

"Enlarge the place of thy tent, and
let them stretch forth the curtains of
thine habitations: spare not, lengthen
thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes;

"For thou shalt break forth on the
right hand and on the left;" etc.

In the very nature of things this must
be the case; for we are an aggressive
people, not to trample on the rights of
our fellow man, but to fulfil the pur-
poses of the Almighty, and possess and
make fruitful the waste places. And as
the wicked are wasted away through dis-
ease, war and bloodshed, murder, infan-
ticide, feticide and the judgments of an
offended God, he requires his people to
go forth as he shall prepare the way, and
possess the land and hold it for God and
his kingdom, whose it is, and who will
come in due time to reign over it.

Fear not to take to yourselves wives
and to multiply and replenish the earth,
and occupy the unoccupied regions, and
leave it not to your enemies while
you are clustering around these mer-
cantile houses and saloons and places

of ease and idleness; but break out
and face the realities of life. And
let no father or mother in their old
age indulge childish fancies, and en-
courage these whinings of their chil-
dren; but be as courageous as the



376 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

old hen, who, after scratching for her
brood until they are able to scratch for
themselves, sends them forth to get their
own living.

We do not wish to be compelled to
call men to this work of settling up the
country; the Twelve and the General
Conference have other things to occupy
their time and attention, while this work
more directly belongs to the Presidents
of Stakes. The Twelve, however, are
ready to counsel with these brethren and
render them all the aid we can. But we
don't want the Presidents of Stakes to
think that they can do nothing, leaving
the Twelve to attend to all such things;
that is part of their calling, as fathers in
Israel. We wish the country bordering on
that occupied by the Lamanites settled
by men who know how to behave them-
selves, and who will befriend that people,
and not shoot them down as we would
the wild beasts, without cause or provo-
cation, nor give them occasion to be our
enemies, to lay in wait to rob and kill;
but to cultivate their love and good will
which is a common duty of all Saints to

all people, but especially to the House of
Israel; and set good examples and mani-
fest in all their dealings honesty and in-
tegrity, thereby sowing good seed in their
hearts, that shall in the due time of the
Lord bring forth precious fruit.

We want many earnest, upright
young men also to learn the languages of
the natives of the American Continent,
and also the Spanish language, which is
extensively used in Central and South
America as well as Mexico, and which
is the national language of those coun-
tries and of the educated natives who ex-
ercise dominion over the ignorant Indi-
ans and the mixed races of the Conti-
nent. We expect to call many to labor
among these people, as the Lord may dic-
tate, and we want them to be prepared to
respond when there is a whisper in their
ears to that effect.

May God bless you, and help us all
to be truly what we are called to be,
Saints of the last days, to stand before
the Son of Man when he shall appear, is
my prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen.


