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Devens, in his argument in the Reynolds
case, in effect, that the plural marriage
of the Mormons cannot be tolerated, be-
cause the burning of widows upon the fu-
neral pile of their husbands was wrong.
There is about as much relevancy and
consistency in the argument as there
would be to say that the practices of the
multitudes of families of this Christian
land, who are destroying their own off-
spring and taking villainous compounds
to induce barrenness and unfruitfulness,
must be tolerated and encouraged, be-
cause the practices of the Latter-day
Saints are filling these mountains with
a thrifty population. It is shown by the
statistics that our children under the
age of eight years are already nearly
as numerous as the lay members of the
Church. I feel that too much attention
cannot be bestowed upon the rising gen-
eration. Our young people's Improve-
ment Associations, our Sabbath Schools
and quorum meetings are all so many
aids in the training and education of the
young in all that is elevating and praise-
worthy. And may God bless them in their
earnest efforts to improve the spirits of
their fellow men.

There is one thing I wish to call
the attention of our presiding officers to,
more especially, that of the Presidents
of Stakes and their Counselors and the
Bishops as their aids and assistants, and
that is to give more diligent heed to the
temporal condition of the families of the
Saints over whom they preside, seeing to
it that they are suitably and profitably
employed. It is an old adage that an idle
brain is the devil's workshop; and we all
know that the lack of useful and proper
employment is the source of numerous
evils. It should be our study to introduce
new branches of business, devise means
of employment, that none may be idle.
This is an important duty required of the
leading men in Israel; and so earnest
should they be in its performance that
they make it a matter of faith and prayer,

using their utmost endeavors to seek it
out by thoughtful study, and by consult-
ing each other, and by inviting the aid of
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inventive minds. It is important that our
schoolteachers should not merely be au-
tomatons or parrots in the schoolroom
by way of impressing a lesson upon the
minds of the children, but strive, in an
eminent degree, to direct their minds in
a moral and religious sense, inculcating,
by precept and example, due respect for
virtue, and everything that is pure and
noble; having also, as much as practica-
ble a watchcare over them out of school
as in school, laboring to enforce punctu-
ality and an honest report, thereby help-
ing their parents to look after them, so
that they may not squander away their
time foolishly, as many do in our towns
and cities, lounging around stores and
other places, acquiring habits that are
calculated to lead away and defile the
minds of the youth. The schoolteacher
who is alive to the true spirit of his call-
ing becomes a valuable auxiliary in im-
proving the minds and conduct of our
children, and his or her influence, when
properly excited, might be of incalculable
good.

There has been in times past, and

still is, a great tendency among our
youth to seek easy berths; and some-
times the acme of their ambition seems
to be realized upon a high stool in a
counting room, or behind a counter; they
desire to shun the hardships through
which their parents passed. That is a
vain delusion, and it is simply foolish-
ness on the part of parent or child who
indulges in it. It is unwise for parents
to entertain this spirit, to be anxious to
shield their children from the trials of
life through which they themselves have
passed; no really sensible man or woman
would do it. There is no sensible man or
woman in the land that would exchange
their experience for all the wealth of the
world. If any would do it, they have
failed to learn their lesson and profit
from their experience. Adversity is good
for all; prosperity few can fear.

The Presidents of Stakes, with their
Counselors, and the Bishops as their
assistants, should, when they know
of any unoccupied land within their
borders that ought to be improved
and possessed by the Latter-day Saints


