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them in regard to temporal affairs. If
a man was capable of managing mer-
chandise to the amount of one hundred
thousand dollars, it would be proper that
he should be made a steward over that
amount. If a man was not capable of
managing extensive concerns, it would
be improper to make him steward over
a large business. But every man would
receive a stewardship in proportion to
his capacity to oversee it for the general
good.

In order that there might be no mis-
understanding, the Lord informs us fur-
ther in regard to these matters on page
237, Book of Doctrine and Covenants.
The Lord took great pains to manifest
his pleasure in regard to these prin-
ciples. He called some seven, eight
or nine elders, and made them stew-
ards over property and various depart-
ments of business, and then told them
how to act. They were to work in ac-
cordance with this law, which will be
found on page 343, Book of Doctrine and
Covenants:

"68. And all moneys that you receive
in your stewardships, by improving upon
the properties which I have appointed
unto you, in houses, or in lands, or in cat-
tle, or in all things save it be the holy
and sacred writings, which I have re-
served unto myself for holy and sacred
purposes, shall be cast into the treasury
as fast as you receive moneys, by hun-
dreds, or by fifties, or by twenties, or by
tens, or by fives.

"69. Or in other words, if any man
among you obtain five dollars let him
cast them into the treasury; or if he ob-
tain ten, or twenty, or fifty, or an hun-
dred, let him do likewise;

"70. And let not any man among you
say that it is his own; for it shall not be
called his, nor any part of it.

"71. And there shall not any
part of it be used, or taken out
of the treasury, only by the voice
and common consent of the order."

Now this was making things secure—
pretty safe. It might not, perhaps, be as
agreeable, unless persons could conceive
the whole plan of this scheme or Order in
temporal affairs for men to devote their
surplus in this way, but with the other
portion, which we read further on, they
would be perfectly satisfied.

Now, we can easily conceive, that
with a vast population of Saints acting
under this celestial law, there would be
an immense treasury filled after a time;
and that there might not be any misun-
derstanding in regard to this property
and its use, among those who had thus
subscribed or bestowed their means, the
Lord has made the matter plain by giv-
ing the following instructions:

"71. And there shall not any part of
it be used, or taken out of the treasury,
only by the voice and common consent of
the order.

"72. And this shall be the voice and
common consent of the order—that any
man among you say unto the treasurer:
I have need of this to help me in my
stewardship—

"73. If it be five dollars, or if it be
ten dollars, or twenty, or fifty, or a hun-
dred, the treasurer shall give unto him
the sum which he requires to help him
in his stewardship—"

Now a whole people, enlightened by
the principles of High Heaven in re-
gard to these matters—filled with the
Spirit of God, with the spirit of un-
derstanding, the spirit of philanthropy,
every man seeking the interest of his
neighbor, having an eye single to the
glory of God, putting his means into
the Lord's treasury, and no man say-
ing that anything is his, except as a
steward before God—would be a pil-
lar of financial strength, a sublime pic-
ture of holy union and fraternity, and
equal to the most extreme emergencies.
Then when any misfortune befalls a


