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him a revelation touching temporal af-
fairs, the same as Jesus gave the rich
young man. The Lord said to Martin
Harris, "Impart a portion of thy prop-
erty, yea, even part of thy lands, and all
save the support of thy family." This rev-
elation applied simply to Martin Harris,
and not to everybody, only as you con-
sider it an example to Latter-day Saints.
But on page 161, Book of Doctrine and
Covenants, there is a general command-
ment in connection with the divine law
which was given in this revelation. It ap-
plies to everybody, as, for instance, "Thou
shalt not lie," is a general command-
ment, and applicable to every Latter-day
Saint. Here is the commandment, verse
55—"And if thou obtainest more than
that which would be for thy support,
thou shalt give it into my storehouse,
that all things may be done according
to that which I have said." In connec-
tion with this subject, we find on page
233 that the Lord called together six of
his Elders, and gave them command-
ments and revelation, and appointed
unto them a stewardship: "Behold, and
hearken, O ye inhabitants of Zion, and
all ye people of my church." Now this
was quite extensive. "All ye people of my
church." The Lord was going to speak,
here, something that concerned all the
Saints, wherever they might be, whether
in New York, Ohio, Missouri, Indiana or
any other part of the world. "Hearken,
O ye inhabitants of Zion, and ALL ye
people of my church who are afar off."
Now here is something which concerned
all the Latter-day Saints, and which the
Lord considered of vast importance to
everybody worthy to be called by that
name. He wanted all the inhabitants of
Zion to pay particular attention to what
he was going to say to these six of his

Elders. It concerned everybody. The fact
in the case was that he took these six El-
ders and made them an example to all
the Saints. The revelation continues:

"Hear the word of the Lord which
I give unto my servant Joseph Smith,
Jun., and unto my servant Martin Har-
ris, and also unto my servant Oliver
Cowdery, and also unto my servant John
Whitmer, and also unto my servant Sid-
ney Rigdon, and also unto my servant
William W. Phelps, by way of command-
ment unto them.

"I, the Lord, have appointed them,
and ordained them to be stewards
over the revelations and commandments
which I have given unto them, and which
I shall hereafter give unto them."

Now this was a matter of some impor-
tance, especially to these six elders, to
be appointed stewards over those things
from which should accrue great tem-
poral advantages. Perhaps some peo-
ple might be jealous, or were jealous at
that time, and supposed that they had
reasonable grounds to be jealous, that
the Lord should bestow such great ad-
vantages upon these elders, which they
might use to the great disadvantage of
the people of God. But we will discover
that these matters were strictly guarded
of the Lord, as also would every man who
was appointed a steward in the kingdom
of God be held in check.

"And an account of this stewardship
will I require of them in the day of judg-
ment."

Now, perhaps I do not believe as some
do in regard to the United Order—that
everybody is to come together and throw
all their substance into a heap, and then
come and take of it as they please, or that
one man who does not understand tem-
poral affairs at all should be placed as a


