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remarks of the Savior. But Jesus an-
swered, "With men it is impossible, but
not with God: for with God all things are
possible."

Now, we want to look and see how
this is possible. I have read in the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants the revela-
tions that have been given in these days
to the Latter-day Saints, setting forth
the requirements of God in relation to
temporal affairs. Here are remarks that
are pretty straight, which I have read,
on page 337—"If any man shall take of
the abundance which I have made, and
impart not his portion, according to the
law of my gospel, he shall lift up his eyes
in hell, being in torment." Now this is
straight language, and looks, perhaps,
rather severe. When the Lord revealed
his Gospel in these latter times to the
world, he commenced teaching the peo-
ple what was required of them in their
temporal affairs, as he taught the young
man and as he taught many others, and
as the apostles were taught and others
who received the Gospel under their ad-
ministration. The greatest trouble that
has ever been, probably that the Lord
has had, with the people in any age,
has been in reference to their tempo-
ral affairs, their financial matters. The
Latter-day Saints at the present day, are
very united in reference to their spiritual
principles and doctrines. We see eye to
eye in regard to principles that pertain
to the doctrinal portion of the religion
we have espoused; but when it comes
to our temporal, our earthly possessions,
and our conduct in relation to them, we
seem to be a little confused in reference
to what is right and wrong, and more
or less, we feel disposed to pursue our
own course in regard to these matters

and, as in the days of judges, "every man
is doing what seems right in his own
eyes." We seem to forget that the Lord
has distinctly pointed out our duties, and
that there is a little book, Doctrine and
Covenants, that God has given by direct
revelation in regard to these matters, by
which we should be governed; we for-
get these things as it is natural for us
to forget the things of God. We some-
times think of the many good things that
we do, and imagine, perhaps, that be-
cause of these good acts, we are excus-
able in not bothering ourselves in ref-
erence to some other things that we do
not perform. In giving his revelations to
us in regard to these matters the Lord
took certain individuals and made them
examples to the Saints, and he wished
the Saints to look upon these individu-
als and follow their examples. The Lord
did not propose at first to call upon all
the people at once and tell them what
to do in relation to these temporal mat-
ters, because they were very ignorant
and more or less covetous. In March
1830, one month before the organization
of this Church, the Lord commenced to
instruct, or lay down principles which
should govern the people of God in all
their temporal affairs. The foundation
was raised as a standard, or beacon shin-
ing in a dark place, that every Latter-
day Saint might look at and judge for
himself what would be required. The
first revelation that I recollect of that
was given in regard to the temporal obli-
gations of the Saints, or what should
be required of them, was given to Mar-
tin Harris. You will find it on page
111, Book of Doctrine and Covenants.
Martin Harris was a man who pos-
sessed considerable wealth, or at least
was tolerably well off. The Lord gave


