
THE TEMPLES IN COURSE OF ERECTION, ETC. 357

right we will maintain all the time. But
this nation is laying the axe at the root
of the tree and they then will crumble
to pieces by and by. If they can stand it
we can. If they can afford to treat us in
this way, they will soon treat others in
the same way. And they will tear away
one plank of liberty after another, until
the whole fabric will totter and fall; and
many other nations will be cast down
and empires destroyed; and this nation
will have to suffer as others will. And
it will be as Joseph Smith once said,
"When all others forsake the Constitu-
tion, the Elders of this Church will rally
around the standard and save its tat-
tered shreds." We will come to its rescue
and proclaim liberty to all men.

What shall we do about many other
things? Let them alone; "Let the pot-
sherds of the earth contend with the
potsherds of the earth." The God who
rules in the heavens is watching over
their movements as well as ours, they
are in his hands as we are—he will
put a hook in their jaws and lead them
in the way they dreamed not of. He
will say to them as he did to the proud
waves of the surging ocean—"Hitherto
shalt thou come, and no farther: and
here shall thy proud waves be stayed."
But it is for us to cleave to God and ob-
serve his laws and keep his command-
ments; and then we need fear no evil
that may come upon us, "for God will
make the wrath of man to praise him:
and the remainder he will restrain." And
God will bless and protect Israel; he
will lead us forth in the paths of life—
not all of us, for as we have heard, we
are not all of us doing just right. But
he will accomplish his purposes and roll
forth his work and build up his king-
dom and establish Zion, and bring to
pass all the things spoken of by the

holy prophets since the world began.
Now then, having talked a little upon

this principle, I will speak about some
other things associated with our affairs
here, in a Stake capacity, or as Saints,
say, for I generally talk more to the whole
people than I do to the people of a Stake.
There are a few things that I wish to
draw your attention to. You have got
a Stake organization, you have a pres-
ident and his counselors, who stand in
the same position to you as the First
Presidency to the Church. I think you
heard something about that this morn-
ing. Pray for them. Have they weak-
nesses? Yes. Have you? Yes. Have I?
Yes. We are in possession of a rich and
glorious treasure; but it is contained in
earthen vessels. We all have our weak-
nesses and infirmities; but we will pray
for those that are appointed to preside
over us, that God may bless them. And
when we bow with our family, with our
wives and children around us, we will
ask God to bless them and inspire them
with wisdom, that they may manage well
all things committed to their care. We
will not find fault with them, but ask
God, if we think a false step has been
made, to lead them in the right path.
And we will make things right if we do
this, whether they want them or not, for
God will control them by His Spirit for
our good.

And then, we have bishops among us.
We will treat them courteously. Have
they weaknesses? Yes, they are men
just like we are. "What," say you, "have
you weaknesses?" Yes, lots of them. I
wish I had not sometimes, and then
again I don't wish so. "Do you ask
the people to pray for you?" Yes, and
pray also for my brethren of the Twelve
that they may be guided by the inspi-
rations of the Most High, and be led


