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everything, if need be, for the love of
God, the salvation of men, and the tri-
umph of the kingdom of God upon the
earth, in which we expect to receive out
reward, our exaltation and our crown of
life. These are not mere suppositions,
the chimera of men's brains, or the cun-
ning of man's devices; but things which
have been revealed to us from God, he
having spoken and declared these truths
unto man in our day.

I can testify to you, my brethren and
sisters, that so far as the Spirit of God
manifests to me, all is well in Zion today.
The work of God is progressing. The in-
terests of the kingdom are carefully and
jealously guarded by those upon whom
rests this responsibility. Zion's welfare
is the constant theme, meditation and
prayer. They desire that no interest of
Zion shall be allowed to fail, or flag,
for the want of proper care and timely
attention. The finances of the Church
are guarded carefully by the Trustee-in-
Trust for the Church. This I can tes-
tify to, having been more or less inti-
mately associated with him for the last
six months. I know he has carefully
looked after the financial interest of the
Church, as well as the temporal and
spiritual welfare of the people, that the
Church might be protected in its rights
as well as individuals, and that indi-
viduals might also be protected in their
rights as well as the Church, that justice
might be dealt out to all.

There have been some circumstances
developed and brought to the notice of
the Trustee-in-Trust and the Auditing
Committee, which have been of a very
trying character, both to their feelings
and to the feelings of the other mem-
bers of the council of Apostles, and no
doubt also very trying to the feelings
of some of the brethren who have sup-
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posed they had claims upon the Trustee-
in-Trust, which investigation has proved
they did not have. And in other in-
stances, where it has been shown that
the Trustee-in-Trust has claims upon in-
dividuals who supposed they were not
indebted to the Church. But in all of
these matters evenhanded justice has
been sought to be dealt out to the in-
dividual and to the Church; but while
the Church can afford to be liberal in
its alms to the worthy and needy poor,
and to pay all just demands, or claims
upon it, it cannot afford to sanction or
allow claims that are not just. And fur-
ther, it is but just and fair that individ-
uals should be as prompt, so far as it is
in their power, to meet their obligations
to the Church as it is expected that the
Church will be in meeting its obligations
to individuals.

We do not expect that the rights of
the Church will be disregarded in any
particular. We do not expect that any
person will indulge, or even admit the
feeling that the Church is an institution
only to be preyed upon; but we expect
that the people do and will understand
that we cannot afford to deal in any other
manner than upon the principles of the
strictest justice, righteousness and eg-
uity between man and man, and between
the Church and individual members of
the Church, or the individual members
and the Church.

We have had a very excellent dis-
course from the President of the P. E.
Fund Company, in regard to the duties
of those who are indebted to the com-
pany. He has shown the vast amount
that is now owing to that company by in-
dividuals who have been assisted to im-
migrate to this goodly land by its means;
and the ingratitude, want of charity and
dishonor which attaches to individuals



