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true to themselves and the principles
which we have espoused, will have
power to control affairs throughout these
mountains. Shall we do this by violence?
Not at all. By overstepping the bounds of
the Constitution, or of the legal rights of
individuals? Not at all. I do not look for
any such thing; but I look for the time to
come when this people throughout these
mountains shall have the power they
ought to have—the power to elect their
own officers, enact their own laws and to
enforce them; when the majority of the
people shall have the right to say what
shall be the rule in this land, a right
that has been denied us up to the present
time. Why is this right denied us? Partly
because of the fears of people who live
in our midst—their imaginary fears, or
their pretended fears. There is a class
of people in these valleys, particularly in
this city and the country round about,
who are using every influence in their
power to prevent the Latter-day Saints
from having the power that citizens of
the United States have elsewhere. They
say that if we get this power and this
authority it will be impossible for them
to live here, that they will have to leave
the land; that there will be such a reign
of terror, or such a condition of affairs
that no one will be able to endure it, ex-
cept the Mormons, or Latter-day Saints,
themselves; and by the publication of
such stories as these, by magnifying all
the trifling things they see done, by call-
ing attention to plural marriage, and
by giving a false representation of the
power that is wielded by the leaders of
the people, and by the circulation of the
most infamous falsehoods, they create an
impression abroad that is unfavorable to
us and to our rights.

In the providence of God I recog-

nize all these things as likely to accom-
plish much good for us. I myself feel it
is important that we as a people should
be trained; that we should learn those
lessons that are necessary to enable us to
temperately and properly exercise power
when we gain it; and I have hoped that,
by submitting to these things, by en-
during them—as we have had to do for
many years—a lesson would be taught
to us that neither we nor our poster-
ity should ever forget; and that when
the time should come for us to exercise
our full rights as American citizens, we
might be able to administer the laws and
govern in such a way that all should
be protected, that every man of every
creed, of every nation, and of every peo-
ple, should enjoy his rights in our midst
as perfectly as if he were in full faith
with the majority of the people. Not
the right to do wrong, not the right to
practice iniquity, not the right to tram-
ple upon his neighbor, to intrude upon
his rights, but the right to do that which
may seem good in his own eyes, so long
as he should not thereby interfere with
the rights of others; the right to worship
God as he pleases, to call upon him in
any form that may be acceptable to him
or his conscience, to believe in God, or
not to believe him if he choose, so long
as the belief, practice and rights of his
neighbor shall not be interrupted. Un-
til we can reach this condition and en-
tertain these views and carry them out,
it would not surprise me if we should be
kept in subjection.

I wish to say for the encouragement
of the Latter-day Saints, because I have
sometimes thought there was a feeling
of discouragement creeping over some
of the people, that some were letting
down bars and yielding to the influences


