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If they come the fourth time, then the
law in ancient days, and as the Lord
has revealed it to us, is that they are
in our hands to do to them as we may
please; but if we then will spare them,
we shall be rewarded for our righteous-
ness. I speak of these things because I
know how painful it is to submit to out-
rages such as have been heaped upon us.
There are many such committed that are
almost unbearable, men feel as if they
could not submit to them; but as I under-
stand it, it is far better for us to submit
to these things patiently, and without re-
taliating, and leave the Lord to deal with
them, than to indulge in the other spirit
and the other feeling.

There is a great anxiety in the minds
of many of the Latter-day Saints re-
specting the future. "How long must
we submit to such wrongs as we many
times have to endure?" is a question
that arises very frequently in the minds
of the people. We have been in these
mountains nearly thirty-three years—
thirty-two years last July. We had more
freedom in some respects the first few
years we were here than we have today,
notwithstanding our growth, notwith-
standing the numbers of the people have
increased to so great an extent, notwith-
standing the labors that have been per-
formed; and there is a natural anxi-
ety in the minds of a great many peo-
ple as to how long these things will
go on as they are, and some are al-
most discouraged. There was a time
when throughout these valleys, from one
end to the other, drunkenness was com-
paratively unknown. Drinking saloons
were not permitted, gambling saloons
were not licensed, nor did they exist;
other places which I need not name
had no foothold, nor existence, in our
midst, and from one end of the Ter-
ritory to the other there was a condi-

tion of affairs which everybody who loved
good order and peace admired. I fre-
quently meet with gentlemen who knew
us a few years ago, who speak of the un-
favorable change which has taken place
in our affairs. The Latter-day Saints re-
alize very fully how great this change
has been. Our sons and daughters are
now exposed to temptations of which
they knew nothing in former years. We
had the power, which we exercised, to
control these affairs, but as I explained
here not a great while ago, we have now
found out that the charter of this city,
which we supposed gave unto the mu-
nicipal authorities all the power neces-
sary to control, regulate, and, if neces-
sary, prohibit the institutions and prac-
tices to which I have alluded, is limited
in its power to stop the sale of liquor.
So the judiciary have ruled. Monster
petitions have been gotten up by the
women of this city and presented to the
City Council, asking for the prohibition
of liquor saloons; but in vain. The City
Council are powerless in the matter, be-
cause of judicial ruling. Naturally the in-
quiry arises, how long shall these things
continue? Shall all the hopes respect-
ing the future of this country, respect-
ing the future of Israel, be blotted out?
Are we to be disappointed, and a condi-
tion of affairs be established here which
will perpetuate all the evils existing else-
where, from which we have fled? If I
thought this would be the case I should
be discouraged. If I thought for one mo-
ment that we should not have power in
the future as we have had in the past
to maintain righteousness and a righ-
teous rule and good order in this coun-
try, I should feel exceedingly discour-
aged. But I do not look for a perpetua-
tion of these evils. I expect the day will
come when this people, if they will be


