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who did not receive in his life and expe-
rience these very things of which Jesus
has spoken. They were hated, they were
separated from the company of their fel-
lows, they were reproached, their names
were cast out as evil, they were re-
viled, their lives were sought; and this
was especially the case with the Son
of God himself—a Being who spoke as
never man spoke, whose life was an ex-
emplification of purity, who was with-
out sin, whose doctrines were holy and
pure, who performed mighty miracles
among the children of men, whose work
and labors were accompanied with great
power; and notwithstanding these ev-
idences of divinity which accompanied
him, the generation in which he lived,
and by which he was surrounded, were
not satisfied until they had slain him.
It is also recorded that every one of the
Twelve Apostles, excepting John, died
a violent death. There are reasons for
this which are made plain in the Scrip-
tures. There are two powers; there is
God and there is Belial; or in other
words, there is the Spirit of God and
there is the spirit of Satan. These two
powers, or forces, have been in existence
since man was expelled from the garden
of Eden. Satan has opposed God. He has
contended against goodness and purity.
Each of these influences has been oper-
ating upon the hearts of the children of
men. When the adversary has succeeded
in overpowering the truth, in slaying
the servants of God, in shedding the
blood of innocence, and the extirpation
of the power and authority which God
had bestowed upon man has been accom-
plished, then there has been a lull, there
has been a cessation of that violence
which has attended the proclamation of
the truth. The extirpation of those who
had authority to proclaim it has left the

field to the adversary. Then he had his
own way. One of the greatest evidences
of the bad condition of affairs now ex-
isting in Christendom is the popularity
that attends what is called the preaching
of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Whenever a preacher is popular in the
midst of a wicked generation, or a man
is popular who professes to be a minister
of truth, you may set it down as a certain
fact that that man does not preach the
truth as it exists in Christ. There is no
disputing this, if this book (the Bible) be
true; if there is any reliance to be placed
in the word of God. As true as there is a
God, and as true as there is a devil, the
man that preaches the truth to a wicked
generation will bring about the hatred of
which I have read in your hearing. This
is just as true as that God lives and that
there is evil to combat, or that Satan has
power over the hearts of the children of
men. Satan knows very well that his
time is short. He knows very well that
if the truth is proclaimed and believed in
and practiced by mankind his kingdom
is overthrown, that his power will soon
cease. Hence it is that he has aroused in
every age and at all times the children of
men to rage against the truth.

Whether the Latter-day Saints
preach the truth or not it is for those
who hear them and examine their doc-
trines to decide; but there is this noted
fact connected with the preaching of
this truth, as imparted in this system
which we call the Gospel of the Lord Je-
sus Christ, that wherever it has been
preached it has raised hatred, it has
stirred up animosity, it has enkindled
the fires of persecution, it has caused
blood to flow, mobs have been raised,
houses have been burned, fields have
been destroyed, grain has been burned,


