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I have been reminded, while listening
to Brother Rudger Clawson's remarks, of
the sayings of the Savior, recorded in the
6th chapter of the Gospel according to St.
Luke, 22nd and 23rd verses—

"Blessed are ye, when men shall hate
you, and when they shall separate you
from their company, and shall reproach
you, and cast out your name as evil, for
the Son of man's sake.

"Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for
joy: for, behold, your reward is great in
heaven: for in the like manner did their
fathers unto the prophets."

It is frequently remarked concerning
the Latter-day Saints that there being
so many stories told about them, there
must be some truth in some of them; in
other words, to use the familiar saying,
"Where there is so much smoke there
must be some fire." But it is worthy of
remark that, from the beginning, accord-
ing to the history that has come down to
us of the dealing of God with the children
of men, every man and people who pro-

fessed to have a knowledge of God, and
who really did have that knowledge, or
a portion of it, and who were raised up
by him, or called by him, had to suf-
fer persecution. Stephen, the martyr,
when he was being stoned at Jerusalem,
said to the Jews: "Which of the prophets
have not your fathers persecuted? and
they have slain them which shewed be-
fore of the coming of the Just One"—
scarcely a prophet that had ever lived
among them who had not suffered per-
secution. Even Moses himself, the great
lawgiver, the great deliverer of the He-
brew nation, who had led them out by
the exhibition of mighty power, several
times during his career came very near
being stoned to death, or killed by the
people. It is an evidence, an infalli-
ble evidence, of truth to have persecu-
tion accompany it. It is not that ev-
eryone who is reviled and who is per-
secuted possesses the truth. This does
not always follow. But there never was
a prophet of whom we have any account,
raised up in the midst of the children of
men to proclaim unto them divine truths,


