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remedy by which to eradicate the so-
called social evil, with all its concomi-
tants, from the land. Yet they cannot see
it, and they declare that all who engage
in polygamy shall suffer from two to five
years imprisonment and not exceeding a
$500 fine.

Now I want to place it clearly be-
fore you, my hearers, that this is no
longer the business of a party, it is to-
day the voice of a nation. Mr. Secretary
Evarts in his circular letter sent to min-
isters in foreign countries, says in the
last clause that "this government has de-
termined to prosecute polygamy to the
extent of the law and to eradicate the in-
stitution from the country." These are his
words. That is authority so far as author-
ity from the United States government
goes. We find the same thing reiterated
in the charge to the grand jury in this
city, a short time ago, that the voice of
forty to fifty millions of people must have
its rule and that one hundred thousand
must be sacrificed or as many of them as
insist on the doctrine of polygamy. That
is about where we are today. Now I ask
my brethren and sisters—are you pre-
pared for whatever comes on this ques-
tion? Did you when you entered into
the waters of baptism make up a reck-
oning what the Gospel of Jesus Christ
was worth? Have we considered that it
was worth fathers and mothers, broth-
ers and sisters, houses and lands, wives
and children, and our own lives also? If
we did not we figured up wrong, for he
that is not willing to forsake all things
and make them secondary to a whole-
souled belief in and faithful obedience to
the Gospel, is not worthy of it. I ask
my brethren and sisters who have come
from the antipodes of the earth to this
place for the Gospel's sake, if you came

prepared and having made such a reck-
oning? Jesus says in one of his parables,
"Which of you, intending to build a tower,
sitteth not down first, and counteth the
cost, whether he have sufficient to fin-
ish it? Lest haply, after he hath laid the
foundation, and is not able to finish it, all
that behold it begin to mock him, Say-
ing, This man began to build, and was
not able to finish." Now that is about the
way with us. There is no use our laying
the flattering unction to our souls that
government is not going to do this. We
have got an example of what they have
done to the Southern States, and have
no doubt they are just as ready and will-
ing to do that much to abolish polygamy
among us if God will let them. They
have come to that point. They have pro-
nounced against polygamy and are ready
to invite, hire and bribe men's wives to
aid in the conviction of their husbands, I
have no doubt of it; you need not have.
They are here telling us plainly that this
is their business, and we need only to
look around us and see where we are to-
day.

Now, as regards this matter, nobody
need tremble at all. I do not think
that any who have received the Holy
Spirit, and learned of the revelations of
Jesus Christ, and know of their influ-
ence, need fear, or that anybody's heart
who is faithful before God, need be any
heavier than it is in the habit of being,
or that their faces need be any longer
than they are used to be. Not at all;
we must look upon this as only a part
of the "all things" we agree to endure
for the Gospel's sake and our salvation.
Now, they may go to law, and fix up,
as we see already, packed juries, just
such as they want, so that no Latter-day
Saint who is a believer in the Gospel of


