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John H. Smith make the remarks he did
concerning himself, as regards his pu-
rity, his virtue, singleness of heart, and
his desire to do good. I wish all the
Latter-day Saints could say and do the
same. I wish they were all actuated by
the same principle of honor, of truth, of
integrity, and of virtue; and I would say
that if there are those who are not they
are hypocrites, they are not the repre-
sentatives of the principles of truth, of
these great and glorious principles which
God has revealed to us, but they are a
disgrace to their profession.

God expects us, at least, to be moral.
He expected the Jews under the Mosaic
dispensation to be moral. They were
also to have faith in God, as we pro-
pose to have faith in him when living un-
der the law. They were told to commit
no murder, they were told not to covet
a man's house, or his wife, or his land,
or his ox, or his ass, or anything that
belonged to him. I wish the Latter-day
Saints would incorporate this always in
their creed. It is hopeless to suppose
the Christians will. But I do hope to
see the Latter-day Saints governed by
those high and noble principles which
they propose to have faith in. But as
regards the world they know very little
about these things. They talk sometimes
about the impurity of the "Mormons."
What! Men wallowing in filth, corrup-
tion, rottenness and infamy! Men and
women who are the murderers of their
own infants by the thousands before or
after birth. Who violate incessantly
their marital covenants, who do not
know the difference between right and
wrong! Men who would seek to despoil
other men of their goods, their prop-
erty and possessions and women of their
virtue, and then come and preach mo-
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rality to us! Now, we can talk to one an-
other, I can talk plainly to the Saints, be-
cause we profess more, but it does not do
for such characters to come and preach
morality to us; they had better go home
and attend to their own affairs.

But we are expected to do right and to
take a proper, consistent, upright, virtu-
ous and honorable course, and then we
need not fear any evil. Talk about per-
secution, why, yes. Will they persecute
you? Yes. Will they hate you? Yes.
Will they rob you? Yes, and thank God
for having the privilege. And what will
we do? Try and prevent them, God be-
ing our helper. Will they traduce you?
Yes, that is, if their words are of any
account, but they are not much; these
low, degraded, infamous characters do
not believe one another, and we do not
believe them. Consequently, we have
very little odds to ask of this class of
people, nor in fact of the world, or any-
thing that is in the world. We fear
God and know no other fear, for God is
our friend, and our protector, and he is
the only friend that we know anything
about in this world. He will take care
of us. We will commit our cause to him,
and ask no odds of this world, in any
shape they can fix it. They may ful-
minate their decrees, and Mr. Evarts
if he please may call upon a number of
European nations to assist the United
States to regulate the morals of a small
people numbering about two hundred
thousand here, among upwards of forty
millions—he may call upon these Euro-
pean nations to assist the United States
to regulate the morals of this people up
in these mountains, if it pleases him.
But what a magnificent spectacle com-
ing from such a source as it does! Why,
there is more corruption in Washington
in one day than there is in Salt Lake



