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the great day of the Lord; of the time
when righteousness should prevail, and
iniquity should cease; of the time when
misrule should be cast down, when the
kingdoms of this world that have ruled in
unrighteousness should lose their grasp
upon the children of men, and in the
place thereof the kingdom of God should
be established; of the time when the
curse which was placed upon the earth
in the beginning should be removed, and
when instead of the thorn and the brier
should spring up the fig tree and the
myrtle tree; of the day when the ani-
mosity between man and man and be-
tween mankind and the brute creation,
should be taken away; when the lion and
the lamb should dwell together; when
the spirit of destruction should cease and
the Spirit of the living God prevail over
the face of the whole earth, and the
way be prepared for the coming of its
rightful ruler, "He whose right it is to
reign" and who will rule "from the rivers
to the ends of the earth;" of the time
when that wicked one "who tempted our
first parents in the beginning, who in-
troduced evil and death into the world,
and who has ever since made it his aim
and object to usurp the control of the
earth," shall be bound, and with all his
hosts be banished from the earth and
this whole creation be rid of his influ-
ence, and when the Spirit of God will
be poured out upon all flesh. This pe-
riod has been foreseen and has been al-
luded to in much plainness by many
of the prophets upon the eastern hemi-
sphere and also upon the western con-
tinent; their words were recorded and
have come down to us through the Bible
and the Book of Mormon.

The spirit which God has been
pleased to pour out upon us in some
degree opens our minds to a com-
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prehension of these same things. When
we take up the Bible or the Book of Mor-
mon and read of the restitution to come,
we can see it as the prophets saw it; for
the same spirit that rested upon Isaiah
and Jeremiah and upon Nephi and Mo-
roni and others of the prophets that lived
upon this continent, rests upon the peo-
ple of God in these latter days. The same
evidences are open to our vision, and we
know as sure as we know that God lives
that the day is close at hand when those
events spoken of will transpire upon the
earth.

We are living in a time of great
wickedness, of great corruption and evil
of numerous kinds; they are widespread
upon the face of the earth, and the in-
habitants thereof have turned from the
Lord in a great degree, according to the
Scripture which has been quoted: "They
have transgressed the laws, changed the
ordinance, and broken the everlasting
covenant." God has withdrawn himself
from the children of men. Darkness has
covered the earth and gross darkness the
people. While they boast of living in an
age of Gospel light, they are really and
truly shut out from communion with the
Lord. No prophet's voice is heard in their
midst; no seer discerns the things of God,;
no angel from the courts of glory bears
a message of glad tidings to man. The
heavens are as brass over their heads.
They have no answer when they pray,
or rather when they say their prayers,
for it may be truly said of them in the
words of the Lord through Isaiah, they
"draw near me with their mouth, and
with their lips do honor me, but have
removed their hearts far from me, and
their fear toward me is taught by the
precepts of men." "Therefore," says the



