
THE WORK OF THE RESTITUTION, ETC. 293

THE WORK OF RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS—FUTILITY
OF THE EFFORTS OF ITS OPPONENTS—SHOULD NOT

CHERISH ANIMOSITY TO ENEMIES.

DISCOURSE BY ELDER CHARLES W. PENROSE, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, SALT

LAKE CITY, ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON, AUG. 17, 1879.

REPORTED BY GEO. F. GIBBS.

There are a few minutes remaining,
which I am requested to occupy; and
while doing so I earnestly desire that I
may be inspired by the spirit that gives
light and intelligence to the human mind
and makes plain the things of God, so
that what I may say to you may be prof-
itable and edifying.

I rejoice very much that I have the
privilege of living upon the earth, at
the time when God has commenced the
great work spoken of by all the holy
prophets since the world began; when
the times of restitution have commenced;
when God has begun to restore to the
inhabitants of the earth, the doctrine
and principles which were revealed to
the people anciently, by which they were
brought into communion with the Fa-
ther; when the holy priesthood, or the
authority given from God to man to
act in his stead, has been restored to
the earth; when the gifts and bless-
ings which were enjoyed by the ancient
Saints have also been restored; when
the knowledge possessed by the ancients
of the manner in which God could be
approached so that they might learn

of him, has also been made manifest to
the Latter-day Saints; in the day when
the great work which will prepare the
earth and the inhabitants thereof for its
Prince, its rightful lawgiver and King,
has commenced upon the earth. I rejoice
and thank God with all my heart that
I am identified with this people, that I
have received the spirit of this work; that
I have been able to understand these
principles and doctrines and that I have
cast in my lot with the people who are
engaged in the work of preparing them-
selves for the coming of the Lord.

The times of restitution which have
been alluded to this afternoon by Brother
Morgan, and which the Apostle Paul
speaks of in the words which have
been read in your hearing, are of the
very greatest importance to all peo-
ple, who live upon the earth to under-
stand. Every prophet by whom God
has spoken since the world began has
had some foresight in regard to this
work. When we take up the Bible
we find all the prophets whose words
are recorded therein speaking of the
great work of God in the latter days; of


