
288 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

is not given to human beings to com-
prehend; it extends into eternity, and
comprehends the wisdom and power and
the knowledge of eternity. It has of-
ten been remarked respecting our meet-
ings in this Tabernacle, by persons who
have not been accustomed to our form
of worship and our method of instruc-
tion, that we very frequently dwell upon
a great many subjects that other people
do not deem appropriate to the Sabbath.
There is a reason for this; it is found in
the fact which I have stated—that the
Gospel of Jesus Christ comprehends all
truth; and therefore everything neces-
sary for the promotion of a man's hap-
piness, for the enlargement of his views
and his mind, and for the development
of all his being, physical and mental, ev-
erything of this kind should be treated
upon at the time and the season when it
is needed. I do not, myself, value a re-
ligion that confines its teachings to the
Sabbath, that does not enter into the ev-
eryday life of those who profess it. Such
a religion people may put on as they do
their Sunday apparel, and wear to the
meetinghouse; and when the day passes,
doff it as they do their apparel, and as-
sume their everyday practices. But the
religion of Jesus Christ should be taught
and practiced by those who believe it,
every day of the week and in all the
pursuits of life. And in this respect I
sometimes think that we, as Latter-day
Saints, come short of doing that which
is incumbent upon us. We allow our re-
ligion to be too theoretical, and do not
practice it to the extent that is required
by the teachings of the Gospel. It is
very well for us to come today and lis-
ten to the discourse we have heard, and
rejoice in the spirit of it; but if we do
not take with us the principles which

are taught, and apply them in our lives,
our visit today to this Tabernacle would
be of very little profit. It is for this
purpose that the Gospel has been re-
vealed, it is for this purpose that it
is taught, it is for this purpose that
the Holy Ghost has been promised and
poured out, that those who receive it
may become better men, may become
better women, may become more pure,
that the evil that seems to be natural
to us in consequence of our fallen con-
dition, may be overcome and uprooted,
and put away from us. Will those who
believe and practice the Gospel be dis-
honest? Certainly not. Will they take ad-
vantage of their neighbors? Will they tell
falsehoods concerning their neighbors?
Will they indulge in slandering and tat-
tling and backbiting? Will they be envi-
ous, or filled with malice or jealousies?
Not if they practice the Gospel; not if
the spirit of the Gospel rests down upon
them will they do any of these things.
If they do, they will be checked in their
feelings, the Spirit of God will reprove
them, and if they live as they should,
when they bow down at night to ask par-
don for the acts of the day that have
been improper in the sight of God, it will
bring to their remembrance, and show
to them in plainness where they have
come short on these points, and they will
have the spirit of repentance, and will
seek to put such things away far from
them. In this way they will progress.
Now, this is not required of us on this
day alone—the first day of the week, the
day of worship set apart for us to come
together; but it is required on Monday,
and on Tuesday, and so on until Sat-
urday. This work of self-improvement,
under the influence and power of the
Gospel and Spirit of God, should go on


