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people to be saved, and with the fact that
the Savior preached this doctrine, and
yet when you follow his instructions they
would take your life?" "Yes," said he, "I
verily believe they would." Well, I can
also believe they would, too, from what
little experience I have had in the Chris-
tian world, consequently I am led to be-
lieve that they lack the possession of this
principle, that they have not received
this gift. And I sometimes liken it in this
way in my meditations in regard to it;
said John, "That was true Light, which
lighteth every man that cometh into the
world." I understand every person on the
face of the earth has this lamp in his pos-
session, but I ask you as reasonable be-
ings, what benefit is this lamp to them
unless it is lit up? Would a lamp, in a
dark room be of any benefit to a man if he
had no means of lighting it, or any means
whereby to touch the light to cause it to
shine? None whatsoever, he would be
just as well without the lamp. It must be
lit up, and the difficulty with the world
today is they may be in possession of that
lamp but it has not been lit up, whereas
it was lit up within the prophets of the
living God in days gone by, and as Peter
could tell these people, comforting them
in regard to these matters, "Whom the
heavens must receive until the time of
the restitution of all things, which God
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy
prophets since the world began." It was
by the lighting up of that lamp within
Peter that taught him in regard to this
great event that was to come at the resti-
tution of all things. Well, when the day
of restitution came, what was the re-
sult? When the morning sun of the day

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

of restitution arose and began to make
its influence felt on the earth what was
the result? History but repeats itself. As
it was in the days of Noah so shall it be
in the coming of the Son of Man, in the
days of the restitution of all things. And
when it came to pass that God raised up
his prophet on the face of the earth and
sent his angel from the courts of heaven
to restore these things to the children
of men, these great and glorious prin-
ciples that had been lost, the same op-
position, the same character of opposi-
tion came forth. The principle of faith,
to a great extent, had been lost from the
face of the earth, and when it was re-
stored back it had to be a restoration of
the same faith precisely that was had in
times of old, the faith that would cause
men to obey the principles of the ever-
lasting Gospel despite all the opposition
of the powers of darkness, of earth and
hell combined, that might be arrayed
against them. There was restored back
to the earth the correct principle of re-
pentance, of turning away from wrong-
doing. There was restored back to the
earth the correct principle of baptism for
the remission of sins. There was restored
back to the earth the ordinance of the
laying on of hands for the reception of
the Holy Ghost. There was restored back
to the earth the authority to act in these
different offices, and as John the Baptist
held the keys of the office of baptism for
the remission of sins, he was sent back to
the earth in this day and age of the world
as a messenger of God to restore this
principle to the earth. "But," says the
Christian world, "We don't believe it." 1
wonder what difference that makes? 1
wonder if it makes any difference? 1
wonder if that will have any influence
upon the fact? If John did really come,



