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voice whatever. Even if they were all
honest, patriotic, fair and just men, their
selection without our voice is an injus-
tice, but which no people can bear bet-
ter than we. We are, however, learning
lessons which will be of immense impor-
tance to us in days to come; for as sure
as the sun shines, as sure as God lives,
so sure will this people called Latter-day
Saints become a governing people. It
is an inevitable consequence in the very
nature of things. We possess all the ele-
ments to make a strong, mighty, govern-
ing people. There is therefore a great fu-
ture in store for us, and to prepare us
for that future it is necessary that we
should pass through the furnace of afflic-
tion, that we should feel the hand of op-
pression, and that we should feel the ef-
fects of injustice, so that when it shall be-
come our turn, as undoubtedly it will in
the very nature of things, we shall know,
by the treatment we have received, how
to temper justice with mercy, to extend to
others that which has been denied unto
us, and the value of which we have well
known. You cannot keep down a people
like this. I do not say this to flatter you,
because you have many faults. We know
them, and I do not think we are afraid to
tell you your faults, and to tell our own
faults. But a people possessing the qual-
ities of the Latter-day Saints must grow
and become powerful. Union is strength.
Love will prevail, it is a great power
on the earth, and added to this there
are integrity, frugality, temperance and
virtue—for there is virtue in this land—
there is chastity here. In these moun-
tains, amongst this people called Latter-
day Saints, if virtue is not cherished next
to human life, it is because people are
not living up to the teachings they have

received. If man is not as virtuous as
woman, then it is because man has not
profited by what he has been taught.
Do you think that a daughter should
be expected to be more virtuous than a
son? Do you think that the girls of a
family should be more chaste than the
boys? Certainly not. One of the great-
est crimes, the greatest, with the excep-
tion of the shedding of innocent blood—
and it is a doctrine that is taught by the
Latter-day Saints, and should be taught
by every man in his household—that can
be committed, is the seduction or defile-
ment of the weaker sex. There can be
no greater crime committed, except the
shedding of innocent blood, and people
thus taught, what will they be? Why, if
they observe such teachings, they will be
strong, vigorous and mighty. Can you re-
press such a people? Will the sending
of a few men to prison for breaking the
law of 1862 destroy this work? Will the
entering of a suit against the executors
of the estate of the late President Young,
or the Trustee-in-trust of this Church de-
stroy this work? Why, the men who say
so have failed to read history. They do
not understand anything connected with
human progress and with human pow-
ers, if they flatter themselves with such
opinions as these. All these things inten-
sify the people, they add to our strength.

As to plural marriage, in dealing with
that great question, as it is called, if I
had been anxious to extinguish or re-
press it, I would never have allowed
it to have received the attention it has
done. There has been a complete mis-
conception as to the best method of deal-
ing with this question. Why, this an-
cient practice, practiced by a few peo-
ple in these mountains, has been lifted
into national importance. Mormonism


