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parts with perfect security. There never
was a day, when the Latter-day Saints
lived alone in these valleys, that a
woman would be insulted either by word
or by gesture, night or day, whether an
old lady or a young lady, in traveling
from one end of our Territory to the
other. Can this be said of us today? Cer-
tainly not; but it was the case a few years
ago throughout these valleys, and let me
say to you it will yet be the case.

I sometimes think that if we were
one-twentieth part as bad as we are ac-
cused of being, it would be very un-
healthy throughout this country for a
good many who are now unmolested.
I know this, that no other community
would have born one-twentieth part the
insult and injury that we have submit-
ted to so quietly. What has caused us
to do it? Is it because we are inca-
pable of feeling, or that we do not un-
derstand our rights, or that we do not
want them, that we suffer ourselves to
be imposed upon? No, it has not been be-
cause of these things. Our bosoms have
burned, probably, with the fire of indig-
nation, as much as any people on the
face of the earth could under such cir-
cumstances. What has retained us? Sim-
ply the knowledge that these men are ig-
norant, and I believe that the Latter-day
Saints have partaken of that spirit which
Jesus had when he hung upon the cross.
It has been somewhat in that spirit that
the Latter-day Saints have acted. It
would have been easy for them to have
acted otherwise had they chosen to do so.
It may be said they were restrained by
fear. It has not been through the fear of
man, but the fear of God has restrained
this people. It is far better for us to suf-
fer wrong than to do wrong; it is better
to endure evil, ignominy, shame and per-
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secution than to turn and practice any of
these things ourselves.

I am looking for a great change to
take place in our circumstances. The na-
tion of which we form a part looks with
more interest upon us as a people than
upon any other part of the United States.
There is no people, no community, within
the confines of our Republic concerning
which there is so much interest felt as
the Latter-day Saints. Men's eyes are di-
rected towards us. I believe we are be-
coming better understood. The comple-
tion of this railroad, which was supposed
to be the death knell to Mormonism, the
discovery of these mines, which we our-
selves rather disliked, those things that
many supposed would be the means of
destroying this people, have now been in
operation for years, and with what re-
sult? With this result, so far as my ob-
servation extends—a better knowledge
concerning this people, and the circum-
stances which surround us; a more ex-
tended knowledge of our land, and all the
difficulties we have had to contend with.
I have remarked this in Congress my-
self, that whenever I want to accomplish
anything in connection with our Terri-
tory, I always find men who have been
here and who have seen for themselves
and formed their opinions accordingly,
ready to do anything in reason that I
ask. Intercourse has had the effect to re-
move prejudice. There are people in this
country who fear us. The very fact that
they do fear us by their refusing us our
rights, not only shows that they do not
understand us, but it is a recognition on
their part of our power; and as such we
should accept the denial of these rights
to which we are fully entitled. Gover-
nors, judges and other officers are sent
here, in the selection of whom we have no



