THE INTEREST OF HUMANITY, ETC.

"For it was not an enemy that reproached
me; then I could have borne it: neither
was it he that hated me that did magnify
himself against me; then I could have hid
myself from him: But it was thou, a man
mine equal, my guide, and my acquain-
tance."

Did you ever know it is necessary
that we should be tried in all things? If
you do not, you will find it out before you
get through, and we are not through yet
quite. In this connection, I am reminded
of what I heard the Prophet Joseph say,
speaking more particularly with refer-
ence to the Twelve, "The Lord will feel
after your heartstrings, and will wrench
them and twist them around, and you
will have to learn to rely upon God and
upon God alone." Has he done it? I think
he has pretty thoroughly. The Prophet
himself was tried about as much as any-
body I know of, and his Brother Hyrum
had his full share, the Twelve also have
been tried as much as any men that I
know of, and a great deal more than you
know anything about. He furthermore
said, "If God could in any other way more
keenly have tried Abraham than by call-
ing upon him to offer up his son Isaac, he
would have done it." And as I have said,
Jesus himself sweat great drops of blood,
and in the agony of his suffering cried
out, "My God, my God, why hast thou for-
saken me?" And why is it thus? We are
told by one of old, "For it became him,
for whom are all things, and by whom
all things, in bringing many sons unto
glory, to make the captain of their sal-
vation perfect through sufferings." "For
we have not an high priest which can-
not be touched with the feeling of our in-
firmities; but was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin." Oh,
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what a happy thing it would be if we
could follow in his footsteps in that par-
ticular! But we have our weaknesses
and infirmities in common with all men.
It is incident to humanity, and the de-
vourer is at work seeking to destroy, to
contaminate, to corrupt and defile, and
to lead men down to perdition, to pro-
duce discord and envy, hatred and strife,
and every evil that proceeds from that
source. Shall I tell you its fruits? Envy
is one; hatred is another; malice is an-
other; uncharitableness is another; evil
speaking is another; and so on—all these
things proceed from an evil spirit; and
it is said, "That to whom ye yield your-
selves servants to obey, his servants ye
are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto
death, or obedience unto righteousness."
Men sometimes falter? Yes, sometimes
they think they are strong; but no man
is strong unless he be strong in the Lord.
No man is sustained only as God sus-
tains him; and if he does not sustain
him, I would not give much for his ideas
or position. We sometimes think we are
strong and that we can do a great deal.
So thought Peter on a certain occasion—
at the time when Christ said to his dis-
ciples, "All ye shall be offended because
of me this night." But Peter answered
him, saying, "Though all men shall be of-
fended because of thee, yet will I never
be offended.” The Savior doubtless ap-
preciated his feelings, but knowing bet-
ter than he the frailty of humanity, he
said unto him, "Verily I say unto thee,
That this night, before the cock crow,
thou shalt deny me thrice." Did he do it?
Yes, he did; but Jesus did not get angry
with him, nor begin to upbraid him and
speak angry words to him. He knew too
well the weakness of mortal man, and he



