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lature, and the other officials of the
State of Georgia feel as they should
they will not rest satisfied until there
shall be atonement made, and the guilty
wretches who took part in this great
crime shall have been brought to justice.
But it will be a most extraordinary thing
if such shall be the result. Not but what I
believe the Governor is an upright man,
and, so far as I am acquainted with him,
would do everything in his power to pun-
ish these murderers; but there are other
influences at work that are stronger than
the influence of the Governor, there are
prejudices harder to conquer than any-
thing else that can be met with and there
are hundreds, and probably thousands
of people who think that in killing the
"Mormons" they are doing God's service.
Shall we hate them for this? No; they
are to be pitied. Men who indulge in
such feelings carry with them in their
own breasts their punishment, and they
will experience a still more severe pun-
ishment before they get through.

My brethren and sisters, when we
embraced this Gospel, those of you
who were old enough to comprehend it,
doubtless took into consideration all the
consequences that might follow; those
who were not old enough, or who have
been born in the Church have had expe-
rience enough upon these points to see
and understand what the results of the
espousal of the truth are likely to be. It
cost the Savior his life. It cost the greater
portion of his apostles their lives. It cost
every prophet almost that has lived his
life for proclaiming the truth. It has cost
the best blood of this Church and this
generation to lay the foundation of this
Church. We have been mobbed, we have
been driven, we have been persecuted,
we have been hated, our names have

been cast out as evil, there is no crime,
there is no evil of which men could be
guilty that we have not been accused
of, and we all know how falsely and
with how little foundation we have been
charged with these things. This is part
of the results that we have to meet in es-
pousing the truth. The man that holds
his life dear, that values it more than
the truth is unworthy of the truth. If
we value house, if we value lands, if we
value good name, if we value property, if
we value self, if we value even life itself
more than we do the truth we are un-
worthy of the truth. But God has given
unto us the truth; it is worth more than
all else beside. He has revealed himself
to us. When we pray to him we know
that he hears us. When we ask him for
a blessing that we need we have the tes-
timony from on high that he hears our
prayers, that he is willing to answer and
grant unto us the righteous desires of
our hearts. These things compensate for
the loss of all other advantages; we have
this consolation which our persecutors
do not have.

The Prophets who have preceded us
have been slain generation after gen-
eration; they have passed away. The
Savior and his apostles likewise passed
away, the work, the foundation of which
they laid, having been overcome and de-
stroyed by the adversary from the face
of the earth. They foresaw that for a
long time ahead, apostasy would follow
their labors and administrations, and a
sorrowful thing it was for them to con-
template: but in our case it is different.
We live on the threshold of a new era; the
work that God has established in our day
shall never be given to another people.
The priesthood which God has restored,
the authority by which men can ad-


