SLAIN FOR THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS, ETC.

live near unto the Lord, to seek knowl-
edge from God, to contend for the faith
that was once delivered to the Saints?
If these things were wrong, then our
brother, whose remains are before us,
was guilty of wrong. This was the ex-
tent of his offense and no more. He
endeavored to persuade men to lead
purer, holier lives, and proclaimed that
the days of God's judgment was near at
hand. He went forth to declare these
principles, filled with zeal, filled with
good desires, exemplary in his life, pure
in his conversation, the admiration of all
who knew him, the joy of his father's
household, an example to all his asso-
ciates of the same years, and even to
those older than himself, a young man
of whom we all had great hopes, whose
future we thought was bright. In read-
ing his letters, in listening to the ac-
counts of his labors, in hearing from
his co-laborers, we could not help feel-
ing gratified. We indulged in bright an-
ticipations for his future, not because of
his birth, not because his parents were
rich, not because of any extraordinary
talent which he possessed, not because
of any earthly advantages, but because
in his youth he humbled himself before
God and attained a knowledge concern-
ing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and burn-
ing with zeal, he had a heartfelt de-
sire to proclaim the great truths which
God had revealed to him, to a fallen
world and tried to save the children of
men from the pit into which they were
likely to be engulfed. The same spirit
that animated the breast of the Savior,
animated the breast of Joseph Stand-
ing, that is, he had a portion of that
same spirit. He did not count bodily fa-
tigue anything, he did not count toil any-
thing, he did not take into consideration
his health, the feebleness of his frame;
none of these things had weight with
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him. He did not think how, by stay-
ing at home and attending to his busi-
ness, he could benefit himself and re-
ceive worldly advantages; none of these
things were thought of, but the very mo-
ment he was called to go from home he
dropped everything, although in some-
what feeble health and although he had
already filled an honorable mission, he
felt it his duty to go when he was called,
to go without purse and without scrip,
without hope of earthly reward, putting
his trust in God, laboring with unselfish
zeal for the salvation of his fellow men,
and thus he labored until he fell a victim
to the ungodly hate of those who knew
him not, who understood not the objects
for which he labored, and the purpose
which animated his noble heart.

Who shall mourn today? The Latter-
day Saints? No. Who shall mourn today?
The family and friends of Elder Joseph
Standing? No. It would be difficult and
it would not be right that we should re-
press the natural emotions of our hearts,
that we should stifle those natural af-
fections; it is right and proper that we
should shed sympathetic tears, allow the
heart's affection to flow out in this man-
ner and receive relief by the tears that
are shed. But there is no cause for grief
today in this Tabernacle. A servant of
God who has occupied a faithful position,
who has been true, who has been up-
right, who has been blameless, has fallen
a victim—a victim to that hate that the
adversary of souls seeks to instill into
the hearts of all the children of men who
will be led and guided by him, and the
men who have to mourn today are those
who have been guilty of this foul deed.
The land that ought to mourn is the land
that has been drenched with his blood.
If the Governor, the Judges, the Legis-



