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nouncing that which we do not under-
stand, but we simply do so to remind
each other, to stir up our thoughts, to put
into activity our reflective powers and
calling forth those intellectual energies
which are awakened by the revelation
of these principles of life and immortal-
ity in the development of our faith, and
to stir up our minds, that they may be-
come more pure and to bring to our re-
membrance things that are past, as well
as cause to pass before our minds the
circumstances, the duties and the inci-
dents of the present, and thus carry with
us the history we are creating, and pro-
duce by the combined action of our past
and present labors those results which
the Gospel in its entirety and its power
and influence exercises over the heart
of man in bringing to pass that human
regeneration so long spoken of by the
prophets; so long ago sung of by the in-
spired psalmist and the songsters of Is-
rael, which should characterize the fea-
tures, that would mark the development
of God's purposes in this humanity, in
this great mass of intelligence, which he
has created and given a conscious exis-
tence to upon the earth.

In speaking in this manner, my
brethren and sisters, I desire to do so
as making a few preparatory remarks to
what may be said by my brethren who
may follow after me, as I shall not oc-
cupy your attention but for a limited por-
tion of time this afternoon. I wish to say,
however, in addition to what I have al-
ready said with reference to the charac-
ter of the Gospel, that we need not look
to any other source for an evidence of the
divinity of the mission in which we are
engaged, the divinity of the revelations
which have been entrusted to us in this
dispensation of the fulness of times, for

an evidence of its divine character and
heaven-born nature, or for the proofs of
its practical result as to ourselves. We
can, my friends, examine our own ex-
perience; we can review, each individ-
ual one of us, the several chapters which
each day's acts, conversations and the re-
sults of our labors as individual mem-
bers of this body ecclesiastical and of
this Church militant, and see what have
been the fruits which these principles
have borne in our lives, and moreover
see how far we have conformed to those
conditions upon the blessings of the sec-
ond birth, the regeneration of the human
heart under the inspirations of the spirit
of the Lord have been vouchsafed, and
see whether our professions are profes-
sions merely, whether they are simply
wordy acknowledgements or whether we
preach those most practical of sermons
in the actions of our lives, in the prac-
tices of our everyday conduct, so as to
verify the correctness of our testimony
and to justify our friends and ourselves
in the conclusion that we are honest and
sincere in the worship of the Lord our
God according to the revelations of his
will.

Brethren and sisters, we have re-
ceived revelations from God, the unbe-
lief of the world respecting those reve-
lations to the contrary, notwithstanding.
We have received those glorious truths
pertaining to the regeneration of man,
pertaining to his further development
and to his final and complete redemp-
tion; or, in other words, to use, perhaps,
language more familiar to some minds,
the more perfect development of man.
We have received those glorious princi-
ples; we have accepted them in the sim-
plicity of our hearts as truths from God,
and we have realized in our individual


