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THE GOSPEL AS PREACHED BY THE
SAINTS—OPPOSITION BY THE WORLD TO THE
DIFFUSION OF TRUTH.

DISCOURSE BY ELDER GEORGE G. BYWATER, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, SALT
LAKE CITY, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 29, 1879.

REPORTED BY GEO. F. GIBBS.

We are assembled here this afternoon
as a congregation of worshippers; we
have come together to worship God ac-
cording to the dictates of his word; ac-
cording to the revelations of his divine
will, as it has been made known to the
people of the Latter-day Saints. We rep-
resent a faith, a spiritual constitution,
an organization of ideas which incorpo-
rates our sense of duty, our duty to our
God and our duty to our fellow men.
This is not a new occasion; this is not a
new announcement. We have existed as
a people in the midst of the nations of
the earth for a third of a century. Our
doctrines are not new, our principles of
which these doctrines are composed, are
not of the 19th century; they are not the
outgrowth of the intelligence of this age;
they are not the products of that intellec-
tuality which is by many regarded as the
biggest standard of advancement, as the
most elevated platform of thought. Our
principles are from eternity to eternity.
The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ,
which is the name commonly applied to
the religion we profess, was preached
aforetime unto Abraham; was revealed
unto our fathers, the ancients. Many

of its fundamental principles, several of
its divine ordinances and very many of
the hopes that inspired and caused to
heave with heavenly emotion, and de-
light the bosoms of the purest men and
women of this age, or of ages preced-
ing this of ours, were principles that had
been re-revealed in ages and dispensa-
tions gone by. But we claim to have re-
ceived this Gospel in the dispensation
in which we live as a new revelation;
not new principles, but a new revelation
of old principles, of ancient doctrines,
of institutions that the greatest bene-
factors, philanthropists and humanitar-
ians that ever graced the human race,
were more or less made familiar with.
We are here today, beloved friends, as
the result of the operations of the min-
istry of this Gospel, as a people occu-
pying this section of country called the
Territory of Utah. We are fruits, we
are results of the ministry of reconcil-
iation brought forth through the mis-
sion of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in
its fulness and primitive purity in the
day and age in which we live, and to
us as a people when we thus address
each other and reiterate these truths
in each other's hearing, we are not an-



