
232 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

us salvation? By doing the will of the Fa-
ther, by following diligently the instruc-
tion of the Apostle Peter, given on the
day of Pentecost: "Repent, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and
to your children, and to all that are afar
off, even as many as the Lord our God
shall call." And he further says, "Save
yourselves from this untoward genera-
tion." What did he tell them to do? To
repent. They already believed in Je-
sus, for he had preached Christ to them,
and they were pricked in their hearts
and they cried out, "Men and brethren,
what shall we do?" Peter did not tell
them to come to an anxious seat to be
prayed for. No, there was a work for
themselves to do. What do you mean
by repentance? Forsaking all evil, turn-
ing away from all unrighteousness; "Let
him that stole steal no more;" let him
that was drunken drink no more, etc.;
overcome all your sins by righteousness
and obedience to the law of God. Re-
pent, then, every one of you. What,
all these good men who had come up to
Jerusalem? Yes, a new dispensation had
now been ushered in. "Repent." What
else? "And be baptized every one of you."
What for? "For the remission of sins."
Is there no other way, Peter, by which
we can get our sins remitted? He has
not declared any other; if there were he
ought to have told them, for they asked
him a most important question, and he
preached by command of the Savior and
was taught of him for forty days prior
to his ascension, and it is to be pre-
sumed that Christ gave to him, in con-
nection with his fellow Apostles, every

particle of instruction they needed, for he
cannot be accused directly or indirectly
of leaving his work half done. For, says
Christ, What more could I have done
that I have not done? He gave them
all the instruction needed to go forth as
teachers and ministers to all nations and
peoples. After Peter told these people
what to do, what fulfillment of promise
was to follow obedience to his instruc-
tions? "And ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy Ghost." That is the promise,
is it? Peter, have you not made a mis-
take? Have you been telling us that
2 and 2 are 4, or that 2 and 2 are 6?
He has told us the truth presumedly.
How may you know? Oh, says one, the
promise was only to the Apostles and
those to whom they preached. But the
promise was not confined to them; it was
an extended promise, "And to your chil-
dren, and to all that are afar off, even
as many as the Lord our God shall call."
How many has the Lord called? Read
the 1st verse of the 50th Psalm: "The
mighty God, even the Lord, hath spo-
ken and called the earth from the rising
of the sun unto the going down thereof."
Read also the 17th verse of the last chap-
ter of Revelation: "And the Spirit and
the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that is
athirst come. And whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely." Are not
you, my hearers, as well as the whole of
mankind, included in this general call?
The promise is, then, to you. "But sup-
posing I do come in obedience to the tes-
timony, borne by these young men this
afternoon, how shall I know for myself
that I shall have done the will of God?"
I answer, do the things that they say
and you shall know whether the doctrine
they preach be of God or whether they


