ALL INTELLIGENCE COMES FROM GOD, ETC.

I used to ask myself, Who am I? Where
did I come from? What am I doing here?
And why am I here? etc. These things
still puzzle us, at least many of them
do, yet these are thoughts we cannot
help reflecting upon. We see children
born into the world, and we see spring
and summer, autumn and winter follow
each other in regular succession, and we
ask ourselves, By what power were these
things brought about? Why are we here,
and what is the object of all these things
which we see around us? Not to say any-
thing about the worlds with which we
are environed. For speaking of ourselves,
we are only a speck in creation; there
is nothing to or of us scarcely, or in the
world we inhabit, in comparison to the
myriads of worlds with which we are sur-
rounded.

Now we frequently want to know the
object of our existence and why we are
here; and the Saints will still go a little
further by asking, Why have we to bat-
tle with the affairs of this world, and to
struggle, to be tried and tempted? And
we go still further and ask, when we see
our friends pass away from this state
of existence one after another, and the
body that was once full of life, animation
and vitality now lying helpless and void
of life, and our minds reach back into
the years that are past and we think of
the thousands of millions, yea, of myri-
ads who have inhabited this earth and
who have gone into another state of ex-
istence, and we are led to ask ourselves,
Why is it thus? And we are led to ask
ourselves further, Why are we thus sit-
uated? And why should we thus come
into life, have an existence and then fade
and decay? And it is proper that we
should have such thoughts and such re-
flections. Who can unravel these things?
Who can tell us upon natural principles
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the meaning of this strange phenomena,
the whys and wherefores in relation to
these matters? Nobody. We have pecu-
liar feelings and sensations in common
with all men in regard to the future. But
what are the views, ideas and feelings of
men generally in relation to these mat-
ters? And if they have views, what is
the source of their intelligence? What
scientist, philosopher, or divine can un-
ravel to us many of these mysterious
principles which we see every day ex-
hibited before us? It is very difficult
for man to comprehend, and nothing as
I said before, but the Spirit which or-
ganized the creations of God can reveal
those principles and give us a knowl-
edge of that fitness of things as they ex-
ist in the mind of the Creator, of our
relationship to God and to each other
and the world in which we exist and the
worlds that are to come. Nothing but
superhuman intelligence, even the inspi-
ration of the Almighty, can reveal these
things. We have ten thousand ideas, no-
tions and feelings; the world is full of ev-
ery kind of theory in relation to these
matters. But what does it amount to?
We may theorize as much as we please,
but unless we receive some communica-
tion from the beings possessing intelli-
gence superior to anything mortal, that
are associated with these vast creations
and know something of their origin and
object, what can we know? We need
communication with and revelation from
God enlightening us thereon, or we shall
still be in the dark and know nothing
concerning the future and many things
of the present and past. Some of our po-
ets in rather beautiful metaphor point
us to some place "beyond the bounds of
time and space,” where we are to look
forward to a heavenly place, the Saint's
secure abode. There is something very



