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us, through the medium of the Gospel,
to operate with him and with the holy
priesthood that has existed in former
ages, in the development of the pur-
poses of God upon the earth. It is a
great and important work in which we
are engaged, and we need continually
the direction and the guidance of the
Almighty; for it stands to reason, when
we reflect upon it, that no man, as is spo-
ken of in the Scriptures, can know the
things of God unless they are revealed
to him by the Spirit of God. We talk
of these things sometimes rather flip-
pantly, and probably, in many instances
without due reflection. But when we
look upon man as he is organized, and
the limit and bounds of his intelligence,
and then reflect upon the position that
he sustains to the Almighty, we shall
find that there is nothing very mysteri-
ous in these remarks, but that there is
a great amount of truth and reason as-
sociated therewith. For instance, men
know very little about themselves, or
about the things of man or how to control
their passions and habits and the vari-
ous evils with which they are surrounded
and have to combat. They know very lit-
tle about the true condition of man and
his relation to God, to the world, to the
past, present, or future, as is evidenced
by the position of the world everywhere
wherever we turn our attention. We are
beginning to find out some few things
in relation to the laws of nature and
the earth on which we dwell, but our
knowledge of these things is very small
comparatively, and yet we boast some-
times quite freely of our intelligence. But
when we reflect on our true position, we
know very little in reality even about
the world in which we live, or about the
properties of matter or the elements with
which we are surrounded; and yet a few

years ago the world knew much less than
we know today. I can remember the
time very well when there was no such
thing as steamboats. I remember sail-
ing across the Atlantic more times than
one when no such thing as a steamboat
was used for that purpose. I remem-
ber the time, too, when there were no
such things as locomotives or railroads;
and many of you know very well how it
was in regard to the telegraph, the pho-
tograph and a great many other things.
They are simply certain principles that
exist in the laws of nature that have been
unveiled to us; but there are thousands
of other things that we know very lit-
tle about. And then what do we know
about the future? What do we know
about the heavens that are above us? We
can get some scanty ideas and we boast
very much of them, but really there is
not very much to boast of when we re-
flect upon these things. These things are
simple principles that we have become
acquainted with through study and re-
search by chemical analysis and the de-
velopment of eternal laws. We are sim-
ply becoming acquainted with some of
the principles that exist in nature. The
question necessarily arises, who placed
those principles there? Who organized
this earth on which we dwell and man
upon it and all creation as it exists?
Some superior intelligence, or power—
we call it the power of God. "By faith we
understand that the worlds were made
by the power of God, so that things which
are now seen were not made of things
that do appear." There is not a particle
of the human system but what is full
of intelligence and displays forethought,
prescience, design, skill and creative
power; and everything bespeaks the
handiwork of a wise, intelligent, omnipo-
tent Creator, or God. When a little boy


