INFLUENCE OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS, ETC.

with him. Under the circumstances I
have described, he would have a perfect
right to believe in God or not. We would
have no right to interfere with a man
who, believing his priest has power to
remit his sins, would enter the confes-
sional chamber for the purpose of hav-
ing them forgiven; or with the Episco-
palian who may choose to sprinkle his
infant, or the Jew because he believed
in circumcising his infant child, or with
the Baptist because he believed in bap-
tism by immersion. But supposing that
a man should come along that believes
it his right and in accordance with his
religious convictions to marry more than
one wife, and he takes care of his wives
and provides for them properly accord-
ing to his religion, believing that in the
eternity to come he will dwell with them.
Some of us may think that his ideas of
heaven are very materialistic; we may
think him a very foolish man for hav-
ing such a belief, and especially for go-
ing to the expense of keeping three or
four wives; these may be the popular
ideas about him, but if he carries out
his belief from a religious standpoint,
he has a perfect right to do it in the
face of God and even under the consti-
tution of our land. The Parsee and fire-
worshipper and men of kindred belief
may yet come to this land of liberty; and
I tell you if the spirit of the Constitution
be maintained, as the Latter-day Saints
will yet maintain it, they will have a
perfect right to worship their God ac-
cording to the dictates of their own con-
sciences without any to molest or make
afraid. The only time that these men
can be interfered with will be when their
religious acts interfere with the rights
and liberties of their fellow men. Hear
it, ye Latter-day Saints! When John
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Chinaman comes in your midst, teach
your children to respect him. When any
other man of any other creed, race or
color takes his abode among you, teach
your children to respect his form of wor-
ship. And if they go to the church of
the Catholics or that of the Presbyteri-
ans or of any other sect, teach them to
behave themselves and treat everybody
with civility and kindness, and that it is
none of their business how these sects
worship, teach that they violate good or-
der and good law when they in any way
make light of religious exercises. I would
whip a boy for it quicker than for any-
thing else. That is the freedom I believe
in; that is the freedom I mean to teach to
my children and to all men so far as my
voice and influence extend; that is the
freedom I mean to contend for and, as I
have said hundreds of times to leading
men of this nation, I will, if necessary,
take my sons and make them swear that
they will stand by and maintain this lib-
erty as long as they live and contend for
it and teach their children after them to
contend for it also. I believe in the fullest
liberty upon these points. We have been
accused of exclusiveness. Our hearts
have many times warmed towards "Gen-
tiles," as they are called. We have ex-
tended the arms of kindness thousands
and thousands of times to them, as our
history has proved. We have been full
of that disposition. But how have our
advances been met? Let those in this
tabernacle and those who are familiar
with such matters read the newspapers.
I have had people visit me at my house
where every attention and courtesy
would be shown them, and they would
leave and perhaps through reading
newspaper articles consisting of abom-
inable lies, would go away and betray



