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to see its limits, the field of usefulness,
which stretches out before this people
called Latter-day Saints, is beyond the
reach of human vision; it is illimitable,
stretching out in the far distant future.
Is there a wrong upon the earth to be
righted? If so, it is our bounden duty
to attempt its correction. Is there a
false principle extant? It is our bounden
duty to seek its eradication. Is there
tyranny in the world, tyranny of the
body, tyranny of the mind, physical or
mental tyranny? It devolves upon us as
Latter-day Saints to overthrow it. Are
there social problems to be solved? Who
shall solve them? Who can do so? Re-
move the Latter-day Saints from the
field, and who can solve these problems
which are pressing themselves upon the
attention of all thinking people? The
whole earth is full of violence, wrong,
oppression, misgovernment, and a thou-
sand other evils which I cannot now enu-
merate. It devolves upon us, as fast
as we can reach these things, to cor-
rect them, to remove them. In the first
place we have got to correct and remove
them from our own midst. It is a slow
labor to train a people, brought as we
are from every nation, educated in every
creed, speaking almost every language
and heirs of every tradition. There is,
false or true, wedded to us old customs
and the evils of ages, which have been
transmitted from generation to genera-
tion until they have formed a strong part
of our very being. It is a slow work,
I say, educating a people such as we
are. We have been at it now 49 years,
and we can scarcely perceive, that is,
in comparison with that which lies be-
fore us, the growth and the development
which have been made. But we have
grown, our minds have been enlarged,
we have become emancipated from many

old follies, and freedom of thought has
taken place in our midst; but the great
labor that devolves upon us is to edu-
cate ourselves, and then we can soon
educate the rest of mankind, for as I
have said, our example is felt; the influ-
ence of it goes forth and bears its fruit
among other people. But it is a most
difficult thing to get these Latter-day
Saints to understand the principles that
are as plain as the noonday sun—that
they should receive readily, and why?
Because, as I have said, they are heirs
of the traditions of centuries that have
come down through the dark ages. It is
a wonderful thing to do what we have
done respecting woman. Look at what
monogamy has done. Look at its effects;
trace its influence from the death of the
Apostles, or soon afterwards, down to
this the nineteenth century, and what do
we behold? Why, in every generation a
large percentage of our sisters has been
consigned either to that nameless con-
dition of which it is a shame to speak,
or have died without ever knowing the
joys of maternity. When I think of it,
when I read the history of the boasted
civilization of the Greeks and the Ro-
mans, and think of the boasted civiliza-
tion of our day, inherited from these na-
tions, and witness its effects, I wonder
how man, standing up in the face of
heaven, dare look at woman and talk
about being her protector. Read the his-
tory of the sex and of the frightful evils
which have been brought upon our sis-
ters through man's accursed traditions
and evils. If it were to be told to another
people differently situated to us, with
different traditions to us, they could not
believe that intelligent man would en-
tertain for one moment, or that women
themselves, in view of what their sex has


