MANIFEST BLESSINGS OF GOD, ETC.

in peace, surrounded with the blessings
of life and liberty, having pleasant homes
wherein to dwell, and God to be our Fa-
ther and Friend. When I look around
upon the homes of the Latter-day Saints
and see how the elements have been
changed and made so propitious, en-
abling us to produce food and clothing,
the necessities and many of the luxuries
of life, my heart is exceedingly grateful,
for I must confess there is no land with
which I am familiar where the blessings
of God are so abundantly bestowed as in
our own. It appears to me that every
bud is not only willing, but does blossom,
and where seed by man is sown broad-
cast in the ground it comes forth, bear-
ing twenty, thirty, or fifty fold. This, my
brethren and sisters, is not the result of
the work of man; but it is the blessings of
our Heavenly Father. And how any hu-
man being can look upon the mountains
by which we are surrounded, and gaze
upon the beautiful fields and smiling na-
ture seen on every hand, and not be able
to acknowledge God in all these things is
beyond my comprehension. In speaking
to the young people particularly I have
had sometimes pleasure in referring to
the works of man, comparing them with
the works of God. And while I believe
it proper for us to look with pleasure
upon the accomplishments of art and sci-
ence, and upon the skilled workmanship
of man, yet I would have our young peo-
ple always realize that God is the orig-
inator; I would have them understand,
as the arts and sciences are being de-
veloped and new discoveries are being
brought out by what we call the genius
of man, that God understood all these
things before they were made known
to us. And while having them admire
and wonder at the grand achievement of
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man in chaining the lightning, thus mak-
ing it to serve his purposes; and while it
was the work of man that molded and
fashioned the metal into the wire over
which intelligence is transmitted by the
power of electricity, I would help to lead
their minds beyond, so that they may
comprehend that the material of which
that wire is composed was the creation
and work of God, and that the electric-
ity itself is at the bidding and mandate
of the great Jehovah.

I believe, my brethren and sisters, if
we take proper pains in the education of
the young, employing the right kind of
men and women to be their preceptors,
that instead of the seeds of infidelity be-
ing sown in their minds, we will have
faith, and in that faith we will have the
manifestations of power.

In talking with the learned of the
world we find that they have but a faint
conception of God and Godliness. Were
you to tell them that they hate God,
or that the carnal mind is at enmity
against God, they would not understand
you. And yet, when we come to the ac-
tual facts, we find that the learned and
many professors of Christianity really do
hate God. I do not mean to say they
hate the God they themselves picture
in their own minds; but that they hate
and fight against him whose attributes
and character are portrayed within the
lids of the Bible. The Supreme Ruler
of the universe, the Creator of the heav-
ens and the earth, is not only the tender
and loving Being that the pious Chris-
tian of the 19th century pictures him
to be—he is not only willing to love
and cherish and save the human fam-
ily, but he is also a Being of justice and
judgment, having always power enough
to inflict punishment upon the breakers
of his laws. Yet modern divines think



