BLESSINGS OF THE GOSPEL, ETC.

When the Latter-day Saints received
the Gospel in the nations afar, and when
the voice of the Almighty to them was, to
leave the lands of their fathers, to leave
their kindred as Abraham did, so far as
they complied with this requirement, so
far they were walking in obedience to
this law; and they were as perfect as men
could be under the circumstances, and
in the sphere in which they were acting,
not that they were perfect in knowledge
or power, etc.; but in their feelings, in
their integrity, motives and determina-
tion. And while they were crossing the
great deep, providing they did not mur-
mur nor complain, but obeyed the coun-
sels which were given them, and in every
way comported themselves in a becom-
ing manner, they were as perfect as God
required them to be.

The Lord designs to bring us up into
the celestial kingdom. He has made
known, through direct revelation, that
we are His offspring, begotten in the
eternal worlds, that we have come to this
earth for the special purpose of prepar-
ing ourselves to receive a fullness of our
Father's glory when we shall return into
his presence. Therefore, we must seek
the ability to keep this law, to sanctify
our motives, desires, feelings and affec-
tions, that they may be pure and holy,
and our will in all things be subservient
to the will of God, and have no will of
our own except to do the will of our
Father. Such a man in his sphere is
perfect, and commands the blessing of
God in all that he does and wherever
he goes. But we are subject to folly, to
the weakness of the flesh, and we are
more or less ignorant, thereby liable to
err. Yes, but that is no reason why
we should not feel desirous to comply
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with this command of God, especially
seeing that he has placed within our
reach the means of accomplishing this
work. This I understand is the mean-
ing of the word perfection, as expressed
by our Savior and by the Lord to Abra-
ham. A person may be perfect in regard
to some things and not others. A person
who obeys the word of wisdom faithfully,
is perfect as far as that law is concerned.
When we repented of our sins and were
baptized for the remission of them, we
were perfect as far as that matter was
concerned. Now we are told by the Apos-
tle John, that "we are the sons of God,
but it does not appear what we shall be:
but we know that, when he shall appear,
we shall be like him; for we shall see
him as he is." "And every man that hath
this hope in him purifieth himself, even
as he [Christ] is pure." The Latter-day
Saints expect to arrive at this state of
perfection; we expect to become as our
Father and God, fit and worthy children
to dwell in his presence; we expect that
when the Son of God shall appear, we
shall receive our bodies renewed and glo-
rified, and that "these vile bodies will be
changed, and become like unto his glo-
rious body." These are our expectations.
Now let all present put this question to
themselves. Are our expectations well
founded? In other words, are we seeking
to purify ourselves? How can a Latter-
day Saint feel justified in himself unless
he is seeking to purify himself even as
God is pure—unless he is seeking to keep
his conscience void of offense before God
and man every day of his life. We doubt-
less, many of us, walk from day to day,
and from week to week, and from month
to month, before God, feeling under



