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their own offspring, their own sons and
their own daughters; and these sons and
these daughters which will be born to
these immortal beings, will be the same
as you and I were before we took these
mortal tabernacles. Now do you under-
stand it? How were we then? Perhaps
some stranger present may ask, "What
position did we occupy before we took
these mortal tabernacles?" We were in
the presence of God the Eternal Father.
We were with our Elder Brother. Who
is he? The scriptures say that he was
Christ. The scriptures say that he was
our Lord and Savior Jesus, "the first-
born of every creature." Indeed! Does
that mean his birth in the stable? No.
Do the scriptures really say that? Yes.
Who are the others that were born? It
was all the human family, who were once
in the celestial kingdom from whence
our spirits came, when they took pos-
session of these mortal tabernacles. As
Jesus came down from the Father, be-
ing the eldest of the family, and took
upon him a mortal tabernacle, even so
have his brethren and sisters come from
the same region of glory, and have taken
upon them mortal tabernacles to follow
in his footsteps, if they will. As he
was with the Father, before the founda-
tion of the world was laid, so were we,
and all the rest of the human family. I
don't mean this flesh, these bones; I do
not mean the mortal part of man, but
I mean that being that is within these
flesh and bones. I mean that being that
feels, that reflects, that thinks, the be-
ing that is godlike in its nature, inas-
much as it keeps the commandments of
God. That is the being that lived, before
these mortal tabernacles were framed.
We were there when the foundations of
the earth were laid. We were number-

ed among those sons of God, whom the
Lord speaks of to the patriarch Job.
"Where wast thou," speaking to Job,
"when I laid the cornerstone of the earth,
when all the sons of God shouted for joy,
and the morning stars sang together?"
Job where were you at that time? He was
among them; he was there, perhaps he
did not remember it, any more than we
do. This is a principle that was taught
in ancient times. God is the Father of
our spirits, God is the author of all the
intelligences that have ever come into
this world. He begat them. He is called
the Father of Spirits. Have we to be-
come like him? What is the promise
Latter-day Saints? What is the great
promise made to all Saints, ancient-day
Saints, as well as Latter-day Saints? The
promise is that they shall become like
him. In what respect? Like him with
an immortal body. He will purify these
vile bodies of ours and fashion them af-
ter his own body, cleansed from sin and
prepared to dwell in his presence, hav-
ing immortal bodies of flesh and bones
as our Savior has; and if there is no end
to the increase of our Savior's kingdom,
there will be no end to the increase of the
kingdom of his younger brethren. Here
then, we see the propriety of what I, a
little while ago, stated, that this earth
will become a habitation of immortal be-
ings and there shall be no more death
nor sorrow, for the former things have
passed away and all things have become
new. They will spread forth and mul-
tiply as the stars in yonder heavens or
as the sand on the seashore, that cannot
be numbered by mortal man. These off-
springs will be spirits, not bodies with
flesh and bones, till they have proved
themselves as we have done, when they
shall be sent upon a new earth, and


