DISCOURSE BY ELDER O. PRATT.

cities and villages, until the land is laid
desolate.

That is another thing that will come
before the coming of the Son of Man.

What about my own nation—the
American nation? What can I say more
than I have said in times that are past?
They have had a great desolating war;
a war between the North and the South
in which many hundreds of thousands
were destroyed. This war was foretold
twenty-eight years before it took place;
the very place where it should com-
mence was marked out by the Prophet
Joseph Smith, that young man of whom
I have spoken. By him it was designated
that the revolution should commence in
South Carolina, and it did so. By him
it was pointed out that this war would
be great and terrible, and it came to
pass although twenty-eight years inter-
vened, before it commenced. These rev-
elations and prophecies have been pub-
lished by hundreds of thousands and
circulated in your midst here in Great
Britain. The people are not altogether
ignorant about these matters; they have
been forewarned. But what about the
American nation? That war that de-
stroyed the lives of some fifteen or six-
teen hundred thousand people was noth-
ing, compared to that which will eventu-
ally devastate that country. The time is
not very far distant in the future, when
the Lord God will lay his hand heavily
upon that nation. "How do you know
this?" inquires one. I know from the
revelations which God has given upon
this subject. I read these revelations,
when they were first given. I waited over
twenty-eight years and saw their fulfill-
ment to the very letter. Should I not,
then, expect that the balance of them
should be fulfilled? That same God who
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gave the revelations to his servant
Joseph Smith in regard to these mat-
ters, will fulfil every jot and every tittle
that has been spoken, concerning that
nation. What then will be the condition
of that people, when this great and ter-
rible war shall come? It will be very dif-
ferent from the war between the North
and the South. Do you wish me to de-
scribe it? I will do so. It will be a war of
neighborhood against neighborhood, city
against city, town against town, county
against county, state against state, and
they will go forth destroying and being
destroyed and manufacturing will, in a
great measure, cease, for a time, among
the American nation. Why? Because in
these terrible wars, they will not be priv-
ileged to manufacture, there will be too
much bloodshed—too much mobocracy—
too much going forth in bands and de-
stroying and pillaging the land to suffer
people to pursue any local vocation with
any degree of safety. What will become of
millions of the farmers upon that land?
They will leave their farms and they will
remain uncultivated, and they will flee
before the ravaging armies from place to
place; and thus will they go forth burn-
ing and pillaging the whole country; and
that great and powerful nation, now con-
sisting of some forty millions of people,
will be wasted away, unless they repent.

Now these are predictions you may
record. You may let them sink down
into your hearts. And if the Lord
your God shall permit you to live, you
will see my words fulfilled to the very
letter. They are not my words, but
the words of inspiration—the words
of the everlasting God, who has sent
forth his servants with this message to
warn the nations of the earth. The
Book of Mormon contains many of these



