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many things by which we are governed
of which we know very little and with
which we have very little to do. For
instance, I will mention the flowing of
the blood. What has man to do with
that? Nothing; still it flows and courses
through the body. I have noticed an aged
person, and seen his pulse begin to fal-
ter, as though the machinery of life were
about to stand still, after having been in
motion for perhaps sixty or one hundred
years, during which time the pulse had
continued to beat without any action on
his part, day and night, asleep or awake.
There is another principle that God has
planted within us, which we call breath-
ing. We continue to breathe, and what ef-
fort of the will does it require? No more
than it does to cause the blood to flow.
We are machines; God has made us and
he is our Father. He has planted within
us the breath of life and we continue to
inhale and breathe day after day, month
after month, and year after year. And
when that stops, what then? Just the
same as when the blood ceases to circu-
late in our veins—we pass away. And
yet these emanate from God, and they
are planted within us and we have noth-
ing much to do with them. We have or-
gans, and it seems as if the Lord plays
in them; in his hands is the breath of
life, and in him we live and move from
day to day and from year to year, be-
cause he suffers us to. He once said to
his disciples: "Take no thought for your
life, what you shall eat; neither for your
body, what you shall put on. The life is
more than meat, and the body is more
than raiment. Consider the ravens: for
they neither sow nor reap; which nei-
ther have storehouse nor barn; and God
feedeth them: how much more are ye

better than the fowls?" He watches over
all, he cares for all, he is interested in
all; and in him we live, move and have
our being.

What next? Are we mortal? Yes.
Are we immortal? Yes. Have we to
do with time? Yes. We have also to
do with eternity. We are the offspring
of God; and God in these last days has
seen fit to place us in communication
with himself. He has, through the rev-
elations of himself and of his Son Jesus
Christ, by the ministry of holy angels
and by the restoration of the holy priest-
hood which emanates from God, and by
which he himself is governed, placed us
in a position whereby we can fulfil the
object of our creation. The world gen-
erally are not situated as we are; they
do not comprehend things as we do, and
hence in many instances they feel very
bitter and acrimonious towards us. What
is the matter? They do not understand
our position; and we did not understand
these things until they were communi-
cated to us by the Spirit of the living
God, and we could not, nor can any man
obtain a knowledge of these things only
by the laws which God has laid down.
There may be lightning in abundance,
but it cannot be used for the convey-
ing of intelligence from place to place
only as it is governed by law. If you
communicate to any part of the world
through this means, you must have the
wires laid and the instruments prop-
erly connected and adjusted, and then
you must know how to operate them;
if you don't know how to do this your
labor is in vain—the wire, the instru-
ments, etc., are useless. You might pos-
sess a most magnificent steam engine,
but unless charged with steam, of what
use could it be? But let the fire and


