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if you had talked of taking a man's like-
ness in a minute's time; yet it is done.
Did not light always possess the same
properties? Yes, but man did not under-
stand it. The same thing applies to the
mineral world, the vegetable kingdom,
the animal creation, and all the works of
God. They are all governed by certain
laws. The vegetables which you grow
here, how were they organized? God or-
ganized them and placed them upon the
earth, and gave them power to propagate
their species; so also with regard to the
animal creation, as well as birds, fishes,
insects, &c.

We talk sometimes about our tempo-
ral things. If we could understand things
as God does, we should not be much trou-
bled about them. If for a moment we re-
flect upon all the creations that live upon
this little globe—those that move in the
air, the waters and on the land, we find
there is a wisdom, an intelligence that
provides for all. There is a prescient and
an omnipotent power that governs, con-
trols and shapes the affairs of this world
according to the counsel of his will, and
especially so in all matters pertaining to
the human family. As one nation rises
up and another falls, it is by his power
that it is done. Nations and peoples may
be in prosperity for a short time, but one
touch of the finger of the Almighty and
they wither, crumble and decay. Change
succeeds change in human affairs, but
the laws of God in everything are correct
and true in every stage and phase of na-
ture, everything on the earth, in the wa-
ters and in the atmosphere is governed
by unchangeable, eternal laws. There
are some bodies that will unite; there
are others that will not unite. You can-
not, for instance, mix oil and water; you

may shake them up together, but soon
each one adheres to his own element.
The sisters sometimes say they have
good or bad luck, as the case may be, in
the making of soap; but in reality there is
no luck about it, for you would find that
if you have the same properties equal in
strength and quantity, using the same
process, that the same results would
be reached ninety-nine times out of ev-
ery hundred, and you would find that
you could afford to throw the other one
in too—the conditions being the same.
And so it is with the various miner-
als in all their organizations and condi-
tions. They assume certain forms and
they are known by geologists by their
shapes, etc., and they are always true to
them. And so it is with all the elements
with which we are surrounded in the at-
mosphere, in the earth and in the water.
We think we have learned a great deal,
but if we did but know it we are only
at the foot of the hill; and when we are
able to comprehend things as God does
we shall comprehend a great many prin-
ciples that have never entered into our
hearts to conceive of, although we are
surrounded with those materials and are
even treading them under our feet. To
speak of these laws, God himself is gov-
erned by law, and the Priesthood in the
eternal world are governed by law, just
as much as his works are. Our earth rolls
upon its axis and we have day and night,
summer and winter, seedtime and har-
vest. When men comprehend the laws
by which the planets are governed they
can tell you to a quarter of a second when
an eclipse will take place, and when our
earth will be in conjunction with other
planets. Why? Because they are gov-
erned by eternal laws. There are a great


