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have the right to do good, the right to
vote, but do not exercise it.

When we disapprove of any man put
up to occupy any position, let us be
sure in our minds that what causes that
disapprobation is not any private pique
against him. We have no right to vote
against a man from our private feelings.
If a man be put up for public position,
and we have a private pique against him,
that should not weigh a feather. A man is
put up because he is considered fit for the
position, and when the majority agree
upon a certain person, we should fall into
line, the minority should give way to the
majority. And when we disagree with our
brethren, it should not be because of any
private feelings. One may say, "Oh, I do
not want that man." Why? "Well, he said
so and so against me, or he did not do so
and so for me." It is not a matter whether
you like a man personally or not. The
question is, is he fit for the position. Is
he the right man for the place? Do the
majority of my brethren want such and
such a man? If so, I will wave my dif-
ferences and vote for him who is con-
sidered best fit for the position. These
things are of far more importance than
many of us think they are. In times
past we have had the balance of power
in our elections, and all things have gone
on smoothly whether we have voted or
not. But the time will come when the
thing will be more evenly divided, and
we must get in the habit of exercis-
ing every power that God has conferred
upon us for the building up of his king-
dom and for our mutual benefit. When
a bishop of a ward calls upon a man
to perform any public duty he should
be willing to step forward to do his
part; and every woman should feel that

she would like to see her husband do
quite as much as any other woman's hus-
band, and not only in religious matters
but in all things for the welfare of the
community of which we form a part. Let
us all be active members of the church
and let us all be active members of the
body politic—let us be real, live Latter-
day Saints, and let the spirit of the
Gospel flow to every part, that all may be
invigorated, particle clinging to particle,
for when each particle clings to the other
particles this is the sign of life in a man,
but when particles seem to have a desire
to separate, that is indicative of dissolu-
tion, that mysterious change which we
call death; when we pull apart that is a
sign of spiritual death in the midst of the
Latter-day Saints.

I desire to see the church and king-
dom of God alive in all its parts; I de-
sire to see every member imbued with
the spirit of God, and every man hold-
ing the holy priesthood feeling that spirit
and power that belong to it, for I know
there is virtue, and power and strength
in it. I know that it is a reality. I
know that when a man is ordained
to the holy priesthood, if he seeks for
the spirit of his calling, he can draw
nearer to God than he could without
it; I know he can do more good to hu-
manity with it than he could possibly
do without it. I know that the priest-
hood of God is effective; that there is life
and vigor in it, and that through it a
man has access to God the Eternal Fa-
ther, and has power to help his fellow
man. We should be a nation of kings
and priests unto God, a royal priest-
hood, a peculiar people, zealous of good
works. This is what we should be, my
brethren and sisters. And here, in We-
ber County particularly, where the out-


