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having separated ourselves from the
world, for the purpose of building up the
kingdom of God, in order to accomplish
this to permit our religion to enter into
our lives and govern us in all we do,
whether it be secular or religious. We
cannot act separately, singly and alone;
the Spirit of the Lord, which is the spirit
of the everlasting Gospel, should dictate
us in all we do in a public as well as a
private capacity, and when we are so in-
fluenced we will act with a due regard
to the interests of our brethren and sis-
ters. We did not come here for gold and
silver, no matter how much of these pre-
cious metals there may be hid up in the
mountains around us. We did not come
here for flocks and herds, for houses and
lands, for orchards and vineyards, or for
substance or earthly wealth of any kind.
All these of course we desire to obtain,
and it is a blessing to have them, for with
them we can the better assist in rolling
forth the kingdom of God; but the acquir-
ing of such wealth was not the object we
had in coming here; it was rather to build
up a better system of society and estab-
lish upon the earth that divine order that
exists where our Father dwells, a few
of the principles of which have been re-
vealed to us through the Prophet Joseph
Smith. We came here, in other words, to
find out the will of God, and then do it.
We must keep that object before us all
the time, no matter in what capacity we
act, whether as members of the Church
or as members of society, whether we
act in political or religious matters, we
must keep the fact before us that the
main object of our lives is to establish the
kingdom of God upon the earth, that He
whose right it is to reign may rule. And
when we go to the polls, whether it be to

vote for our municipal officers or oth-
erwise, we must go there as Latter-
day Saints, to be true to our religious
covenants; we cannot say, religion, you
stand aside, I am a politician today. We
must be Latter-day Saints all the time,
in every act of our lives. And this care-
lessness in regard to voting we must get
rid of; we must understand that the ex-
ercise of the franchise is required of us,
and knowing this we should have the
manhood to use it; and the sisters who
enjoy the privilege of voting, should un-
derstand that the same obligation rests
upon them as well as upon the men. This
blessing is given to them to be used for
the good of their brethren and sisters,
for the benefit of the community of which
they form a part.

It is necessary that we be as one, one
in spirit and acts, and we must aim all
the day long for the accomplishment of
the work entrusted to us. Every member
must be alive and continue to be alive.
The sign of life is motion, but a great
many of the brethren and sisters appear
to be either dead or asleep in regard to
these matters. We must do better if we
would preserve ourselves from the bur-
dens which the people of Tooele County
have had to bear and are now bearing; if
we would maintain our liberty and keep
the balance of power, we must exercise
the powers conferred upon us, and if we
do not, we shall have to reap the con-
sequences. This union we talk so much
about, and which we say is essential to
our strength, how shall we increase it?
For we need an increase of union, par-
ticularly in some places. We will take
Ogden, for instance, how shall we estab-
lish union and preserve it here? I have
thought there is one thing that needs to
be impressed upon us, and that is har-


