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influx of the people amongst us who are
not of our faith. I have sometimes al-
most dreaded the consequences that may
ensue, unless we become more united in
our feelings and efforts to build up the
Kingdom of God and to maintain the lib-
erties that God has bestowed upon us.
The people of Ogden are peculiarly sit-
uated. A great many people have come
here who are not of our faith, some good
people and some not so good. But their
sympathies and feelings both religious
and political are dissimilar to ours; they
are not of us, their interests are not iden-
tical with ours, and although they may
seem for the time to be friendly and to
have an interest with us in our local
affairs, yet our experience has demon-
strated to us the truth of a certain saying
of our Lord Jesus Christ, "He that is not
with me is against me; and he that gath-
ereth not with me scattereth abroad." It
would seem in our history that some-
times this was not the case, some people
having come among us whose feelings
appeared to be in consonance with ours
and who were friendly disposed towards
us, but their faith not being our faith, al-
though their views to some extent were
in harmony with ours, yet we have found
in our experience that these words of the
Savior held good even with them. Some-
thing is sure to arise to draw the divid-
ing line; some circumstance transpires
which places them where they belong,
and they then occupy their true posi-
tion. They are outside the covenant of
the Gospel, and their sympathies and
feelings and faith cannot be identified
with ours. They are of the world, we
are not; we have come out of the world.
This may seem strange to some; but it
is true as God is true. Christ laid this
rule down, and we shall find that it is

perfectly correct.
The great necessity for us as Saints of

God is to become really and truly united,
not only in thought, but in our faith and
desires and sympathies one toward an-
other, and in our fellowship as brethren
and sisters in Christ. We must cherish
an active, living faith, showing our faith
by our works in our efforts to arrive at a
perfect union. I see the necessity of this
in our political affairs. When I look back
at the last election, I am reminded of
the few votes, comparatively, that were
cast in this city. This shows something
wrong. What is it? There is a careless-
ness growing upon the people, and we
perceive it to some extent in our religious
affairs and public meetings, but we see it
more clearly when it comes to voting, for
many who have a right to vote stay away
from the polls. We call the attention of
our brethren and sisters to these mat-
ters, and say to every Latter-day Saint
who has the right of franchise, it is your
duty to vote. The franchise is not given
to us as an ornament or plaything, but
as a power to be used with our best judg-
ment in the maintenance of truth and
liberty. The spirit of the Gospel is the
spirit of liberty, the Gospel itself is the
perfect law of liberty; and every move
that may be made, having for its object
the maintenance of liberty, we ought to
regard in the light of the Gospel, in the
light of duty.

There is a great deal of talk, and has
been for years past, of separating re-
ligion from politics. I believe that we
need a little more religion in our pol-
itics than we already have, and I be-
lieve that if there were more true re-
ligion in politics throughout the world
it would be better for humanity. I
am certain that it is absolutely nec-
essary for us who have come here,


