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at your calamity; and will mock when
your fear cometh." That is the way he
puts it. I offered you light; I offered
you truth; I offered you intelligence; I
desired to promote your happiness, your
well-being, but you would not have it,
and therefore you are left without ex-
cuse. Are they his children? Yes. Does he
feel sorry to see them act that way? Yes;
but he cannot help it, he is governed by
law, and those laws are inexorable and
just and they cannot be departed from.

What next? As eternal beings we all
have to stand before him to be judged;
and he has provided different degrees of
glory—the celestial, the terrestrial, and
the telestial glories—which are provided
according to certain unchangeable laws
which cannot be controverted. What will
he do with them? For those who are
ready to listen to him and be brought
under the influence of the Spirit of God
and be led by the principles of revela-
tion and the light of heaven, and who
are willing to yield obedience to his com-
mands at all times and carry out his
purposes upon the earth, and who are
willing to abide a celestial law, he has
prepared for them a celestial glory, that
they may be with him forever and ever.
And what about the others? They are
not prepared to go there any more than
lead is prepared to stand the same test
as gold or silver; and there they cannot
go. And there is a great gulf between
them. But he will do with them just as
well as he can. A great many of these
people in the world, thousands and hun-
dreds of millions of them, will be a great
deal better off through the interposition
of the Almighty than they have any idea
of. But they cannot enter into the ce-
lestial kingdom of God; where God and

Christ are they cannot come.
God has made use of various means,

in various ages of the world, to teach
and lead men in the right path. He sent
forth his servants in different ages into
the vineyard, and gathered a few here
and a few there who would obey his law,
that they might be saved in his king-
dom. And what, let me ask, have the
other people of the world to do with it?
They would not listen to the words of life;
can the messengers of God help it? No,
they cannot. Theirs is not a very envi-
able position. It was not a very pleas-
ant thing for Moses to go to the Egyptian
king to tell him the message he had to
bear, nor to see the plagues roll on one
after another. But God set him to work
at it, and he did it. It was the Lord that
managed that matter; he was simply the
instrument. Who was it that inspired
the prophets to predict many things that
were very unpleasant to the ear? It was
God. Could they have helped it? No. And
when Joseph Smith came, for instance,
could he help being born? No. And be-
ing born, could he help being called by
the Almighty? No. He had either to do
the thing that God required at his hand,
or not do it, and have suffered the con-
sequences; and if he had not done it oth-
ers would, for God's work is destined to
be performed. But he did his part of it,
and did it well and faithfully, and I know
it, for I was there when he was killed
by some of our highly reverend Christian
brethren.

You Elders of Israel who meet to-
gether in the capacity of a Conference,
you have had the priesthood conferred
upon you. Where did it come from?
From the Lord. The Aaronic Priest-
hood was delivered by John the Baptist,
who held it in former times upon the


